








THE 


PANOPLIST, 


AN 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


a 








aan 


No. Q, 


FEBRUARY, 1813. 


Vou. V. 





TEE 





_ 


BIOGRAPHY. 


MEMOIRS OF THE REV. JOHN 
NILES. 


Tue subject of this memoir was 
born, at Colchester in Connecti- 
cut, on the last day of Decem- 
ber, 1775. His father dying 
when he was but six years old, 
his parental education was whol- 
ly committed to his pious moth- 
er. His bodily constitution was 
naturally infirm; but he early 
manifested proofs of a strong, in- 
genious, and inquisitive mind. 
He was naturally of a serious dis- 


| position; and having been early 


instructed in the principles of 
the Christian religion, and train- 
ed to the exercise of every mor- 
al and religious duty, by the pre- 
cepts and examples of his moth- 
er, it might justly be said of 
him, as of Timothy, that from a 
child he had known the Holy 
Scriptures. 

As the estate, which he inher- 
ited from his father, was very in- 
considerable, he experienced 
many embarrassments In obtain- 
ing a liberal education; but by 
perseverance and diligence, aid- 
ed by the economy of his moth- 
ery he at length surmounted 
every obstacle, and was graduat- 
edat Yale College, in 1797. He 
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was considered as among the 
first in his class, in regard to lit- 
erary attainments. During the 
whole courseof his collegiate stu- 
dies, he had in contemplation the 
work of the Gospel ministry; 
and, with that view, directed his 
studies, and made uncommon 
proficiency in moral and theolo- 
gical science. Whilst he was 
at College, he made a public 
profession of that religion, which 
was the future guide and sup- 
port of his life. 

His theologica] studies were 
prosecuted under the direction 
of the Rey. Timothy Dwight, D. 
D. President of Yale College; 
and he was licensed, and com- 
menced preaching the Gospel, 
in about a year after he was 
graduated. As the spiritual 
welfare of mankind, and the hon- 
or of the divine law, lay near his 
heart; so his mind was eminent- 
ly prepared by human science, 
and theological knowledge, for 
his holy calling. His first re- 
ception in the ministry was very 
favorable. In the course of a 
few months, he was invited to 
preach, as a candidate, in several 
of the most respectable societies 
in Connecticut. About this 
time, he was invited to take the 
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pastoral charge of a congrega- 
tion in Durham, then vacant by 
the recent death of the Rev. Dr. 
Goodrich. But by the advice 
and recommendation of the 
President of Yale College, and 
other. respectable friends, after 
a prayerful consideration of the 
subject, he was induced to de- 
cline the invitation, and to take 
the charge of Hamilton Oneida 
Academy,in Paris, State of New- 
York. He took charge of that 
seminary in its entire infancy, at 
ibe close of the year 1798, and 
continued to discharge the du- 
ties of that station, for several 
years, with great faithfulness, 
und ability; and, at the same time, 
generally preached on the Sab- 
bath, in the neighboring desti- 
tute settlements. His health at 
length becoming impaired, by so 
close an application to his aca- 
demical employment, together 
with his ministerial labors, he 
returned with his family to Con- 
hecticut, in hopes to regain his 
health. 

Iie continued, nevertheless, 
after his arrival there, to be 
much afflicted with ill health; yet 
he continued to preach, as a can- 
didate, for the most part of the 
time, in various parts of Connec- 
ticut and Massachusetts, during 
the whole of his last residence 
there. But his health not yet re- 
turning Ina cegree competent 
to the discharge of ministerial 
duties, he began to despair of 
being able to prosecute the 
work of the ministry. Howev- 
er, his anxiety for the welfare of 
immortal souls, and his zeal for 
the advancement of the Recdeem- 
cr’s kingdom, weuld not permit 
tim to rest, till he had made ev- 
cry exertion to subserve the in- 
rerests Of his divine Master. 
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With this view, and in hopes of 
regaining a better state of health, 
he was induced to return with 
his family, to his former place 
of residence, in Paris, with the 
intention of removing into thie 
county of Steuben, in the wes. 
tern part of the State of Ney. 
York. He had taken a journey 
into that new country, several 
years before, and from the know. 
ledge then obtained, he concciy. 
ed, that a door would there be 
open for him to become more 
extensively useful to mankind, 
He had early imbibed a mission. 
ary spirit, and ever expressed 
a strong desire of diffusing 
the knowledge of the Gospel, 
amongst the heathen, and in des- 
titute settlements. 

That part of the county to 
which he at first removed, and 
which now goes by the name 
of Prattsburgh Society, was then 
a wilderness, with but one fami- 
Iv residing in it. It was in the 
fall of 1803, that he came thither 
with his family. They, with the 
addition of a few families who 
followed the winter after from 
the neighborhood of his late re- 
sidence at Hamilton Acadeny, 
constituted the first settlement 
of that place. Possessing but 
little property, at that time, he 
supported his faniily, for several 
years, principally with the pro- 
duce of his new farm. After 
his arrival in that place, he 1m- 
mediately set up the public wor- 
ship of God, and exerted him- 
self, in every possible way, t 
induce serious people to settle 
there. The happiness he deriv: 
ed, from anticipating the future 
enlargement of Christ’s king- 
dom, in that wilderness, contin: 
ually animated and supported 
him, under all the trials and em 











harrassments incident to a resi- 
dence in a new settlement. 

The fact that the standard of 
-he Gospel was so early display- 
ed in that infant settlement, tO- 
ecther with the reputation it ob- 
‘ained, ON account of its reli- 

lous privileges, caused it to 
advance in population with un- 
common rapidity, and the set- 
tlers were mostly professors of 
religion, and others who were 
disposed to support divine wor- 
ship. In about eight months, 
from the time of his removal in- 
to that place, a church was con 
stituted there consisUng of four- 
tecn members. At this time, 
there was no regular Gospel 
minister residing in that county, 
norin the adjoining county of 
Allegany; and, in general, 
throughout that whole extent of 
country, the Sabbath was regard- 
ed little better, than as a day of 
carnal amusement and recrea- 
ton. 

A few months after his re- 
moval, Le was requested to 
preach, a part of the time, at 
Dath, the seat of justice for 
Steuben county. He continued 
to preach alternately there, and 

in Prattsburgh Society, till a few 
inunths before he was inetaied. 
Previous to this, no public wor- 
ship was maintained at Bath; the 
Sabbath was disregarded; few 
godly persons were to be found 
there; and vice and immorality 
bore almost undisturbed sway. 
Those, who manifested a regard 
to the institutions of the Gospel, 
had been accustomed to such 
different modes of church gov- 
criment and discipline, as ren- 
dered it very difficult to consti- 
tute a church, on a true Gospel 
plan. His various labors for the 
telormation of the people in 


1813. Memoirs of Rev. John Niles, 


C3 
Of 
| 


morals and religion, were secon 
attended with very cons. crable 
success; a number were hope- 
fully converted to the Gospel; 
more were disposed to attend 
public worship; the Sabbath was 
better observed; and, in January, 
1808, he established a church 
there. 

In July following, he was in- 
stalled pastor of the church and 
congregation in Bath, and re- 
moved thither with his family. 
As his field of usefulness be- 
came now much enlarged, his 
diligence and zeal, in bis Mas- 
ter’s service, were proportional- 
ly increased. His time was now 
wholly devoted to ministerial 
duties. He neglected no means, 
nor spared any pains, to furnish 
his mind with all that knowl- 
edge, which might enable him 
to be most useful to the cause 
of religion. His exertions for 
the good of others were not con- 
fined to his own society, but he 
eagerly embraced ‘very oppor- 
tunity to promote the cause of 
virtue and religion, in destitute 
settiements. He made it his 
meat, and drink, to do his Lath- 
er’s will: neither did he count his 
life dear unto himself, that he 
might finish his course with joy, 
and the ministry, which he had 
received of the Lord Jesus. 
Neither the dread of reproach, 
nor the allurements of applause, 
nor any seifish consideration, 
could ever prevent him from 
pre aching t he truths of the Gos- 
pel in their fullest extent. Iie 
was one of the first promoters of 
the Genesee Missionary Socie- 
ty. ‘The missionary cause hev- 
er had a more zealous advocate; 
and to the end of his hile be la- 
bored incessantly to promote it. 
lie evidently made ropid growth 
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in grace, during the last years 
of his life, and his exertions to 
promote and extend the cause 
of religion, were redoubled. 
His time became so wholly en- 
grossed with his theological stu- 
dies, and ministerial labors, as 
to injure his health. And cven 
the last year of his life, his mind 
was so carried away, and trans- 
ported with his Master’s work, 
as almost wholly to withdraw his 
attention from temporal con- 
cerns. His mind was deeply 
impressed, with a growing sense 
of the responsibility of Gospel 
ministers, and he fully realized 
the importance of their knowing 
nothing, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. He saw much 
for ministers to do, with but lit- 
tle time for its performance. 
Before he was removed from 
his Spiritual labors, he saw with 
joy the work of the Lord pros- 
per, in this part of the country. 
There continued to be additions 
to his church, from the time of 
its first formation; and its mem- 
bers gradually advanced in 
Christian graces, and in the 
knowledge of divine things. A 
short time before his death, he 
constituted three churches: one 
in the vicinity of Bach: and the 
other two, in the adjoining 
county of Allegany; over which 
pastors were ordained. It was 
at one of these ordinations, at 
Angelica in the county of Alle- 
eany, that he was seized with 
the tever of which he died. He 
had been appointed to preach 
the ordination sermon: but his 
sickness prevented. He was 


confined to his bed from the time 
of his return, with the nervous 
putrid fever, of which he died 
in about three weeks. The vio- 
lence of the disease so affected 


his nervous system, as to rende, 
him incapable of conversiy 
much with his friends, durin, 
his illness. In the former pay 
of it, ata time when he was jp 
full possession of his reason, be. 
ing asked by a Christian frieng 
to express his views of eterna] 
things, he replied, that, 4). 
though his mind was weak, ye 
he was fully established in the by. 
lief of the reality of that Goshel, 
which he had fireached; that hp 
viewed the road to Heaven to }y 
that straight and narrow path 
frointed out in Scripture; and 
that he had some interesting 
views of that glorious covenant, 
im which there was enough, 
Throughout his whole sickness, 
whenever he had the exercise 
of reason, he gave the strongest 
testimony, that the religion of 
Jesus, which he had professed, 
was still his support and happi- 
ness. During the last days of 
his illness, when his body was 
too weak for conversation, his 
mind was wholly absorbed in de- 
votional exercises. In his last 
moments, he manifested entire 
composure and resignation, and 
said, he still enjoyed divine sufi- 
jort, and found Christ suffictent 
Jor him. Qn Sunday the 13th 
of September, 1812, this emi- 
nent servant cf the Lord rested 
from his labors, and fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

In his ordinary deportment, 
he was serious, and reserved; 
but when called to attend to 
things of a spiritual,.and_ relig- 
ious nature, prompt, sociable,and 
zealous; atthe same time, he 
maintained a gravity, becoming 
the importance of eternal things. 
From childhood, he was remark- 
able for his benevolent and char- 
itable disposition, which increas- 
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ed, as he advanced in divine 
knowledge. The poor and the 
flicted ever found in him a 
comforter and benefactor. To 
his connexions and acquaintance, 
he was, invariably, a faithful 


B friend, and able counsellor. He 


was most scrupulously exact in 
keeping the commandments of 
God, and in ordering his con- 
yersation in conformity to the 
precepts of the Gospel. Accord- 
ing to this principle, it was his 
invariable practice to spend his 
time, either in doing, or in con- 
yersing ON, things Ol momentous 


Fconcern. Though, in his relig- 


ion, he was careful to avoid every 
thing ostentatlous, there is the 


| most abundant evidence, that he 


spent much time in secret devo- 
tion. Any violation of the di- 
vine law by others, always gave 
him more pain than temporal 
afflictions. 

Having made respectable at- 


/ tainments, in human and divine 
knowledge, and possessing a 


heart deeply impressed with the 
worth of souls, and the import- 
ance of eternal things, his 


| preaching was original, doc- 


trinal, distinguishing, and 
peculiarly edifying, and im- 
pressive; and afforded, at all 
times, a word in season, which 
seldom failed of leaving an abid- 
Ing impression on the hearers. 
The doctrines of grace, and the 
extent, and spirituality of the di- 
vine law, were ever clearly set 
forth, and faithfully inculcated, 
in his sermons; and nothing 
could induce him to keep back 
irom his hearers any truths con- 


tamed in the revealed will of 


God. _ Many have lived in more 
conspicuous, and popular situa- 
ons; but considering those 
Which were assigned him, by 
divine providence, and the tine 


allotted for his work. few have 
been the instrumeits of deing 
more for their divine Master. 


MEMOIRS 
OF CAPT. ABIJAH PERKINS, WHO 
DIED AT WINDHAM, SCOTLAND 
SOCIETY, (CONN) DEc. 1}, 
1812, IN THE 54TH YEAR OF 
HIS AGE. 


Turis man was blessed with a 
Christian education, was in the 
habit, from his childhood, of at- 
tending the public worship of 
God, anc hada speculative be- 
lief in the doctriues of the Gos- 
pel. He was, in his manners, 
easy and agreeable; in his deval- 
ings, upright; and in his general 
intercourse with mankind, calcu- 
lated to gain their friendship 
and esteem. But, by his own 
confession, he lived, till a short 
time before his death, without 
God in the world, a stranger to 
the exercise and comforts of re- 
ligion. It pleased a sovereign 
and merciful God, however, to 
call him by his grace, and to 
give him great joy and peace in 
believing, and a hope unshaken 
ii the awful moments of disso- 
lution. The following sketch 
of the dealings of God towards 
him was given by himself, but 
two days before his death. Be- 
ing attended by an inumate 
friend, he awoke, as it were, 
from meditation, and thus ad- 
dressed his attendant: “Come, [ 
want to tell you how God has 
dealt with me.” He then pro- 
ceeded, “You know my manucr 
of life, which I think has been, 
for the most part, orderly anc 
moral, I having been from my 
youth taught to attend meeting, 
and reverence the Sabbath. I 
had felt in general: no great re- 
morse of conscience on accoui: 
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of the transactions of my life, till 
about four years ago. Then, in 
conversation with a friend, I 
was warned of the great evil 


and dangerous consequences of 


using profane language, to which 
I was in some degree addicted. 


This timely and friendly reproof 


gave me such a view of this 
sin, and made such an Impres- 
sion on my mind, that I have 
been restrained from it ever 
since. Having no evidence, 
that I was a new creature, I be- 
gap from that time to meditate 
more on the doctrines of the 
Gospel, and to attend more 
strictly to preaching, and felt 
more powerfully than ever, that 
YT had nothing of my own to re- 
commend me to the grace of 
God, but stood In infinite need of 
the Savior of sinners, to plead 
my cause before the Father. 
But being busily engeges in the 
concerns ofthe wortd, I became 

in a measure inattentive to the 
concerns of my soul, and nothing 
of particular importance occurs 
red till the last spring or sum- 
mer. Being then with a neigh- 
bor in the fields, he observed to 
me: “Your concerns are numer- 
ous and complicated, and should 
you be taken away suddenly, 
your estate would be a difficult 
one to settle.” To which I an- 
swered: “no: my accounts are all 
adjusted, and may be easily at- 
tended to by another.” He re. 
p! lied: “that is right; we ought 
always so to conduct our busi- 
ness, that we may be ready to 
live or die.” ‘This observation 


so operated on my mind, that 
the foilowing night 1 could not 
sleep as usual. I was almost 
continually ‘reflecting upon it, 
till seized with the sickness 
which I] am now languishing un- 


F gp, 


der. My complaint, I soon cop, 
cluded, must destroy my bods. 
My concern for my body, hoy. 
ever, was nothing compared ty 
that for my soul. The horro;s 
of my mind were so great, as to 
deprive me of rest or ease jy 
any way, and even of satisfac. 
tion in the company of my near. 
est friends. I viewed myself as 
a sinuer both by nature and 
practice. My sins appeared yo 
great, that IT began to despair, 
thinking God could not have 
mercy on so great a sinner, 
Tn this distress I cried to the 
Son of God to intercede fo; 
me before the Father. Bu 
in these requests, I had doubts 
resting on my mind; and again 
despair got almost full posses: 
sion of my soul. Still, however, 
I continued my cries to the 
Lord Jesus, without any relief 
till the morning of the 25th 
November, when, as I humbly 
hope, and trust, God on a sud: 
den appeared for my soul. This 
transition, I cannot fully de- 
scribe. I saw the perfections 0! 
God in every thing I beheld. | 
saw that my afflictions and sick- 
ness were all ordered in Wis 
dom, and that God could do me 
no injustice. With wonder and 
astonishment I viewed the love 
and compassion of Christ to siv- 
ners. l'rom this moment I be- 
gan to loathe myself, and to won- 
der how Christ could take no- 
tice of such a vile wretch as] 
was. But he was infinitely prec: 
ious to my soul, and 1 Jonged to 
leave this world and all its en 
joyments, that I might go and 
behold him face to fact. In this 
happy state of mind,” continueé 
he, “I remained till the 29th o! 
November in the afternoon, 
when it pleased God to hide bs 
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jee from me. No tongue can 

express the horrors J then felt, 
having, as | supposed, been per- 
mitted to taste the joys of the re- 

deemed,and being now thrust out 
of the presence of my God. In 
this deep distress I cried to the 
Savior, who, [ humbly — trust, 
heard my prayers, had compas- 
jon on me, and interceded for 
my help. My fears and doubts 
began soon to be dispelled, and 
my hope has been daily strength- 
ening to the present time.” 
He then added, “I hope I am 
not deceived, for, if ] am, how 
awful is my situation! J have to 
appearance almost done with the 
world. ’—He then prayed, “() 
God, if IT am~ deceived, for 
Christ’s sake may I be unde- 
ceived and plucked as a brand 
from the burning before I dic.” 
He concluded his narrative of 
God’s remarkable dealings to- 
wards him, by expressing the 
benevolent feelings of his heart 
inhumble prayer, that not only 
his family and friends but all his 
icllow creatures might come and 
taste the joys of the blessed; that 
all might look to the Savior, 
«nd find mercy. On being ask- 
ed; if he might live and get well, 
whether this would not be 
lis choice, he answered, “I 
would choose it should be just 
as God pleases, but if I should 
recover I am afraid I should 
again mingle with the world and 
dishonor God, so that ifit be his 
will, I desire to depart and be 
with my Redeemer.” Being 
usked iL he was not alraid to die, 
ne sald, “Ono, my greatest 
lcars are, that I shall not be wil- 
ing to wait God’s time. My 
topes of a blessed immortality 
ar outweigh all fear of death, 
lor | believe that God will be 


with me and support me through 
the gloomy valley. There is 
but one thing I wish to stay any 
longer for, and that is, that I 
might make a public profession 
of my faith in Christ; be admit- 
ted into the church, and give my 
children up to God in baptism.” 
On being informed, that if he 
lived till morning his request 
might be comphed with, he 
scemed to be animated, and 
said, “if I may live to accom- 
plish this object, if it be God’s 
will, | hope with submission to 
depart, for I long to be with 
my dear Redeemer.” It was 
then said to him, “your hope ap- 
pears to be strong and unshaken, 
as eternity draws nearer to your 
view, and it is expected your 
continuance here must be short; 
itis desired you would briefly 
state what are the particular 
articles of your faith.” He then 
with solemnity said, “I believe 
in God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost; and 
that God is a God of justice, as 
well as of mercy, and will by no 
means spare the guilty. I be- 
lieve that God has ordained all 
things that come to pass. I be- 
lieve that man in his natural 
state, has nothing to recommend 
him tothe divine grace or faver, 
and that ali who do not exercise 
genuine repentance for their 
sins, and like faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, will be doomed to 
eternal misery.” He then made 
some observations on the coil- 
nexion which God has ordained 
between means and ends, the 
importance of prayer, as a mean 
of obtaining mercy, &c. and unis 
formly manifested his firm bes 
lief, in the special agency of the 
Divine Spirit ta convincing, con- 
verting, and sanctifying the soule 
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In short, he was a firm believer 
in the great doctrines of grace. 
For he expressly declared at the 
close of his account respecting 
his faith, “I would plead no mer- 
it of my own, for after al] that 
God has done for me, if he 
should at last send me down to 
hell, he would do me no injus- 
tice. For itis ai! of grace if I 
um saved.” He then gave a 
kind of sigh or groan, but im- 
mediately observed, “Shall I 
complain, when this poor body 
is afilicted? No; when I think 
how much Jesus suffered that I 
might live, I am ashamed to 
complain.” He then raised his 
hands and Jooking on them said, 
“Jesus had nails driven through 
his hands and feet, that he might 
finish the work of redemption, 
that sinners might be brought 
home toglory. Am I deccived? 
I think Lam not, I think I am 
willing to pass through this sea 
of troubles, that I may go and 
be with my Redeemer. Come 
Lord Jesus, O come quickly, 
why are thy chariot wheels so 
Jong in coming. I long to be 
with thee. May God forgive, if 
Iam impatient. Not my will 
but thine be done.” Early on 
the next following morning his 
mother came in to see him, and 
thus addressed him, “I had 
doubts, my son, when I retired, 
whether I should see you alive 
again.” He with a smile, repli- 
ed, “Yes, it has pleased a holy 
God, to spare me to see you 
once more. But this is of no 
consequence, mother, don’t be 
troubled about this body. I have 
got almost well.” She asked 


him if he was willing to give up 
all. “yes, said he, it it be 
(yod’s will I shall soon be gone. 
His wife steed by his bed weep- 


ing, perceiving that his dep). 
ture drew near. He looked Up. 
on her with a smile, and Said, 
“Olive, don’t weep for me; [an 
going home.’”’ Then turning t 
his attendant, he added, “Hoy 
troubled this woman is aboy 
the fate of this body.” Holding 
his wife by the hand, he thus ad. 
dressed her. “Olive, I Joye 
you more than any of God’; 
creatures; but I love my Jesu; 
better. I can freely leave you 
and my dear children, to go ani 
be with him. Teach my chil. 
dren to keep the Sabbath; teach 
them the Catechism; teach then 
what is the chief end of man; 
and let this in particular be 
strongly impressed on _ their 
minds. It was now light. He 
repeated his request to be ad. 
mitted to the church, and to give 
up his children in the ori. 
nance of baptism. The Rev. 
Mr. Fisher and the churei 
were immediately sent for, and 
came as soon aS was expedient. 
He assented to the covenant and 
was admitted to the church. 
His strength of body was so fir 
exhausted, that it was expected 
he wqu!d need assistance in ded. 
icating his children to God 
But he remarkably revived, and 
said he must give them up hin 
self. The children were in tea’, 
but he addressed them with 4 
smile, “] am going to give you 
up to God; I am a going to gil 
you to a better Father than ! 
am.” He went through the 
whole with the greatest steat! 
ness and composure of miné 
and the most apparent satisla¢: 
tion. He appeared to be strengtl 
ened for this duty, and to have 
joy unspeakable in performils 
this his last work. 

Solemnity and astonishmem 
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were visible on the countenan- 
ces of allpresent. He exhibited 
to all, “Sa mortal faleness on his 
check, but glory in his soul” 
When these exercises were 
over, he appeared to be exhaust- 
ed; but soon revived, and in 
prayer commended himself, his 
wife and family, to God. When 
persons came in, who lived with- 
out religion, he warned them to 
look immediately to the. Savior 
for mercy. When professing 
Christians visited him, he took 
them by the hand, and exclaim- 
ed—‘O how I love you because 
you love my Jesus.’ A _ few 
hours before he died, being ask- 
ed if his hope remained strong: 
“QO yes, said he, I believe that 
God will support me, and that I 


shall soon be at rest.” He often 
prayed that he might not be de- 
ceived, and if he was, that God 
would undeccive him. He sev- 
eral times repeated the follow. 
ing lines; 


*“Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 


Thus he continued till the 
last, rejoicing in hope. When 
he was informed that his disso- 
lution drew near, being in the 
perfect exercise of his reason, 
he whispered with a smile, 
“Good news, Come Jord Jesus, 
Come quickly,” and soon expir- 
ed. E. L. 

Canterbury, July 28th, 1812. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
No. II. 


I iNTENDED to have observed in 
my frst number, and will there- 
fore observe now, that ifthe alter- 
ation proposed by Griesbach in 
Matt. i, 18, has any effecc upon 
the meaning of the passage, the 
effect is to make the passage 
more evidently teach the doc- 
trine of the incarnation of Christ, 
as this doctrine was understood 
by Bishop Horsley, and is Now une 
derstood by many, if not most, 
Trnitarians. Admitting the al- 
teration, the verse will read 
thus: Now the generation of 
Carist was on this wise, &c. or 
Which is the same thing, Wow 
the generation of the Messiah was 
on this wise, &c. Then follows 
the account of the miraculous 
Vout. V. New Series. 


conception. The opinion to 
which I have alluded, is, that 
the second person in the Trinity 
became the Son of God when he 
became the Messiah; that, ante- 
cedently to this event, the rela- 
tion of Father and Son did not 
subsist between the first and 
second persons in the Trinity; 
and that, in the words of Bishop 
Horsley, the “Son of God is a ti- 
tle which belongs to our Lord in 
his human character describing 
him us that man who became the 
Son of God by union with the 
Godhead.” Posthu. Ser, vol. 1, 
pp. 93, 94. Am. Ed. It will be 
remembered, that the angel 
said to Mary, Lukei, 35.“ here- 
fore,” i.e. in consequence of 
the miraculons conception, which 
had just been revealed, ¢here- 
fore, also, that holy thing, which 
shall be born of thee, shall €e cal- 
59 
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led the Son of God. Tf the alter- 
ation in question be admitted, 
the passage in Matthew express- 
ly teaches the same thing as Its 
parallel.in Luke; if it be not ad- 
mitted, the passage teaches 
nothing contrary to the doctrine 
just mentioned. 

{. is worthy of remark, that 
he editors of the Improved Ver- 
sion do not even hint at Gries- 
bach’s change of the word 
translated éirth for that which 
would probably be translated 
generation, in this passage; a 
pretty decisive proof, that they 
did not consider the change as 
favoring any of their dogmas. 


MATTHEW II. 
Various Readings. 


Ver. 9. The word translated 
stood is altered by Griesbach; 
but as to itstense only, and in 
such a manner that both the 
meaning and the English trans- 
lation must be the same. This 
is put under the 8th class of va- 
rious readings. 

V. 11. Griesbach here pro- 
poses an alteration of the first 
class; but as in this instance our 
translators exactly agree with 
him, not having followed the 
Elzevir edition, it can pro- 
duce no change in the English 
Bible. Many readers, however, 
may wishto know what it is; I 
therefore state it. Instead of 
they saw, the EIzevir edition, 
and vur common Greek Testa- 
ments, read they found. It is 
very obvious, that the meaning 
is not affected by the Elzevir 
reading. 

V. 15. The Greek article be- 
fore the word translated Lord is 
marked as less probably to be o- 


mitted; i, €. as an alteration of 
the 4th class. This cannot pos. 
sibly affect the meaning or the 
English translation. 

V. 18 p.o. lamentation, and, 

V.22. The Greek preposi. 
tion before the word Judea jg 
marked as less probably to be 
omitted. This alteration cannot 
affect the sense. 


Propfiosed emendations of our ver. 
s70n. 


‘The last clause of v. 4, he de- 
manded of them where Christ 
should be born, would probably 
have been more accurately ren- 
dered thus; he inguired of 
them, Whereis Christ born? The 
principal change is that of the 
tense in translating the word 
rendered in our version should 
be born, and which, literally 
translated, is as I have expressed 
it. This rendering is not only 
literal, but agrees with the con- 
text perfectly. The wise men 
inquire, v. 2, Where is he that is 
born king of the Jews? Herod, 
inferring that this king of the 
Jews wasthe promised Messiuh, 
inquired earnestiy of the chief 
priest and scribes, Where is 
Christ born? The passage thus 
understood conveys the precise 
impression on Herod’s mind, 
viz. that Christ was already born; 
and, atthe same time, is a gen- 
eral question to the Jewish ru- 
lersamounting to this, Where is 
the birth-place of your Messiah: 
This question they answered by 
a recurrence to prophecy. 

Ver. 22. Over Judea is a bet 
ter translation than in Judea, 
whether the Greek preposition 
is omitted or not. 

In this chapter there are sev 
eral instances in which the lin 
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proved Version is decidedly in- 


'ferior to our translation. As 


one instance the following is se- 
jected. Instead of bring me 
qord again, y. 8, the edhora of 
that version say, inform me. 
Whoever looks at the Greek 
will at ence see, that this pas- 
sage is altered from our version 
much for the worse. 


Doctrines. 


We are taught, in this chap- 
ier, that soon after the birth of 
Jesus, which took place at Beth- 
lehem in the reign of Herod, 
wise men came from the east, 
led by a miraculous star, to find 
‘he infaut king of the Jews; v. I, 
q; that they made public inquiry 
for him, stating the supernatural 
guidance under which they 
same; that Herod and all Jeru- 
siulem were greatly alarmed at 
this inquiry; v. 3; that Herod, 
in consequence, solemnly con- 
vened the Jewish rulers, in order 
to find where the wonderful 
child was; v. 4; that these ru- 
Jers solemnly decided the birth- 
place of Christ to be Bethlehem 
of Judea, in accordance with 
prephecy; v. 5, 6; that Herod 
critically examined the wise 
men apart, and sent them to dis- 
cover the child and report their 
success to him, professing a de- 
sire to unite with them in offer- 
ing reverence, or worship; v.7, 
8; that the wise men, led still by 
the supernatural star, found the 
child, were overjoyed at the 
event, worshipped the child by 
falling down betore him, and of- 
fered ¢ costly presents to him; v. 
9—i1; that they returned to 
their own country by a different 
Way, in consequence of a divine 
monition; vy. 12; that an angel 
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appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and commanded him to fice to 
Egypt, which he did; v. .3—15; 
that this event was a fulfilment 
of prophecy; that when Herod 
saw his plan frustrated he was 
angry, and perpetrated a most 
horrible slaughter of the infants 
in Bethlehem and all the vicini- 
ty; v. 16; that the lamentation 
on this account was a fulfilment 
of prophecy; v. 17,18; that after 
the aeath of Herod, an angel ap- 
peared to Joseph in a dream, and 
commanded 4 return to the 
land of Israel; 19. 20; that he 
returned with his family, but be- 
ing afraid of Archelaus, and re- 
ceiving a divine monition, he 
went and dwelt at Nazareth, 

city of Galilee; 2)—93; and 
that this event was a fulfilment 
of prophecy. Weare also im- 


plicitly taught the existence of 


angels; v. 13, 19; and that though 
events have been divinely pre- 
dicted for hundreds of years, 
and therefore rendered infallibly 
certain, yet men are voluntary 
agents in accomplishing these 
very events; v. 16—18. Thus 
the very idea of prophecy is lia- 
ble to all the objections, which 
have ever been offered to the 
Calvinistic doctrine of the de- 
crees. And no man will ever 
oppose that doctrine consistent- 
ly, until he rejects prophecy ut- 
terly, and denies that any future 
actions of moral agents are cer- 
tuln, even to the mind of Gad 
himself. All the objections 
which Arminians make to the 
doctrine of the decrees can be 
opposed in all their force, and 
precisely in the same manner, 
to the scheme of the Arminians 
themselves; as President Ed- 
wards has unanswerably shown. 
Bishop Prettyman, after endeav- 
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oring to explain away the Calvin- 
istic sense of the 17th article of 
the Church of England, acknowl- 
edges, in effect, that all the ob- 
jocennes which he had brought 
orward against the Calvinistic 
doctrine on this subject, lie also 
against his own views respect- 
ing prophecy. Marvellous in- 
consistency. 


Miscelianeous Remarks. 


The word translated Lord, v. 

13, 15, and 19, undoubtedly 
means the self-existent God; and 
is used in Greek for Jehovah in 
Hebrew. 
_ All the alterations proposed 
by Griesbach in this chapter have 
not the slightest influence upon 
any fact or doctrine. 

I am unwilling to leave this 
chapter without taking some no- 
tice of the manner in which the 
editors of the Improved Version 
dispose of it. Readers of prece- 
ding volumes of the Panoplist 
are aware that the editors allu- 
ded to have condemned as spu- 
rious two large, and exceedingly 
important, passages of Scripture, 
viz. from Mat. 1, 17, to the end 
of chapter il, inclusive; and from 
Luke i, 5, to the end of chapter 
ii, inclusive. For an examina- 
tion of the reasoning, or rather 
the string of bold and revoltin 
assumptions, by which this de- 
cision is attempted to be sup- 
ported, the reader is referred to 
the critique of the Improved 
Version inserted in the Pano- 
plist for Nov and Dec. 1810, pp. 
264, 310, from the Quarterly 
Review for May, 1809. 

' Without going into any dis- 
cussion here, | venture to assert, 
that these editors have expung- 
ed from the word of God the pas- 


sages in question without the 
least authority. They Confess, 
that these passages are found jy 
all the manuscrifits and version, 
extant. The pretended author. 
ty, on which they have the hargj. 
hood to relv, would be deemed 
utterly contemptible by every 
body, if brought forward to inyg). 
idate a passage in Tacitus, Livy, 
or apy Greek or Latin historiap, 
Yet they are not afraid to iay 
sacrilegious hands on the word of 
God, which all competent Judg. 
es allow to have been incom. 
parably better preserved than 
any other writing of any thing 
like the same antiquity. After 
all, it is evident that these edi. 
tors themselves place their prin. 
cipal confidence in the internal 
evidence against the passages in 
question; in other words, these 
passages are totally at war with 
the Socinian scheme, and the eas- 
iest way to escape their force was 
by a bold use of the knife to cut 
from the Bible the leaves which 
contain them. The editors, 
therefore,after hobbling along for 
some time very lamely, jumpat 
once to the conclusion, that “the 
account of the miraculous con- 
ception of Jesus was probably 
the fiction of some early Gen- 
tile convert, who hoped by ele- 
vating the dignity of the Foun- 
der, to abate the popular preju- 
dice against the sect.”? Proda- 
bly, say the editors. If the 
question of probability were to 
be always settied in this manner, 
and totally without evidence, 
there would be no such thing as 
authenticity attached to any al: 
cient writing, nor to any fact be- 
yond the memory of man. 


‘There is scarcely a passage in 
the New Testament against 
which an infidel might not sug- 
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the est objections quite as plausi- 
ess, [iie, as those which are stated in 
1 in the note on these chapters. And 
‘One there are few passages, which 
Oris contain stronger internal marks 
Pdi. of authenticity; particularly that 
led wonderful dignity, beauty, and 
7" gimplicity of narration, in which 
rails the Scriptures infinitely surpass 
Vy, al] other writings. Notwith- 
an, standing the emendations here 
lay proposed are altogether unsup- 
| of ported by Griesbach, or any 
ig. other critic, yet the liberal par- 
- ty in England, and the liberal 
an party In Boston and the vicin- 
ny ity, have ebtruded this version 
ur upon the worid, and have exert- 
lie eq themselves much to obtain 
Ne furita circulation, This stigle 
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was written. If you think it wor- 
thy of a place in the Panoplist, it is 
at yourservice. For special rea- 
sons the lady is named Matilda. 


Yours, respecttuil), se fo . JS wédl. 


My Dear Niece, y 
Upon reflection, I had well nigh te 
given up the thought of makin Ther rag 
any reply to your letter. My was urri ther 
apology for this reluctance is ore —-> 
given in a separate paper. How- unde clate 
ever, since you have opened the >, _ , 
way, Providence seems to call 72? his 
on me to speak for my God and /2/ fru Lemble 
religion. I will, therefore, make 0 Ard. Subbe 
a few observations, and leave the Cow, far Le Was 
event with Him who will judg greg ial. 
righteously. (74472244 Crepe os otlain” 

In your letter I find a fresh 64 ee Ah— 


embarrassment in my way. You#@¢***=+* as: 


a = 
al fact, that the liberal partyengage are above instruction—altogeth-¥ ver 4 thm, 
in with such zeal in extending the er sejf-sufficient. Your reason, J. Bout 
se influence of the Impr.ved Ve - natural affections, and passions 
th sion, a version which takes large are a positive and decisive rule / 4 od ” 
S- portions trom the word of God = of judging in ail ‘cases. You 
is totally without evidence, is suffic seem to stand in no need ofa 
It cient to fix the degree of credit peyejation from God. The ap- 
h wiich is due to this party, in re- yointed means of salvation, the 
J gard to their critical powers and administration of the word and 
r their reverence for the Scrip- ordinances, the instruction, dis- 
t ates PHILALETHES. cipline,and fellowship of Christ’s 
. ministers and people, are, you 
: A LETTER FROM AN UNCLE TO say, not necessary for you. No; 
y PT pes NIECE. y, A hee have nothing social in your 
Br Jgna th: Berot th religion; nothing to give and 


Sond For the Panoplist. 
“Athy Tryon Loree ib X 


Mr. Editor, #2 rs. Buttle . 
The lady to whom the following let- 
ler was sent, 1S a person possess- 
ed of excellent natural abilities, of 
an open generous heart, and ofa 
city education suited to her sta 
tion in life, but has never appeared 
to pay much atiention to religion, 
Her uncle had dropped some hints 
in the family, of his opinion, that 
she had imbibed deistical princi- 
ples. These hints soon reached 
her; upon which she wrote hima 
letter in vindication of herself, and 
explanatory of her semiments. In 
reply to this, the following letter 
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nothing to receive: you stand 
upon your own merits, before a 
God of infinite holiness, and in- 
flexible justice! 

Besides, in your account ofa 
conversation with a Rev. par- Sargon 
son, you appear very tender, GR, e_, 
quite sore, on these points, «***~ 
Wiil it not be impossible for 
me to write any thing, in answer 
to your letter, without wounding 
you? Yet, duty both to God and 
you, compels me to proceed. 

You have no other near kins- 
man who can, certainly none 
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who will, faithfully discharge 
this duty. 

Whatever you may think of 
me, I am no enthusiast, nor 
bigot, in religion; and, to avoid 
such appearance, I have too of- 
ten given occasion to be suspect- 
ed of Jevity. But I am, I trust, 
a firm believer in the Gospel of 
Christ: by that I feel bound to 
live, and omthat I expect to be 
judged; but T hope in God; aud 
do not expect to be saved accord- 
ing to my deserts, as you say you 
expect to be by yours. Be not 
offended, Matilda, | am really 
your friend, In every good sense 
of the word. The children of 
my youngest sister are near and 
to me. And though I 
could not converse and write to 
any of you, as to some others, | 
have done perhaps that which 
was better. Frequently have I 
borne you to the throne of grace, 
in my secret prayers. 1 have 
pleaded thatyou may be brought 
toa saving knowledge of Christ 
and of the Scriptures; that you 
may be conviaced of sin, and see 
and feel your need of a Savior; 
that you may be excited to re- 
ceive the Gospel] testimony of 
Christ, and to embrace the mer- 
cy offered in him, and so obtain 
pardon and eternal life. For 
this you may think me, perlaps 
call me,a superstitious old Man. 
Be it so, yet I have done it; and, 
if my lite be spared, shall do it 
again, and again. Oh! Matilda, 
had I credibie evidence that you 
and your sisters were reconciled 
to Godin the temper of your 
minds; and that, by unfeigned 
repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
you cordially embraced the sal- 
vation of the Gospel, my joy 
would be full. I should be ready 
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tocry out with good old g 
meon, Lord, now lettest thoy thy 
servant defiart in peace, Sor} 
have seen thy salvation, 

You seem anxious to kno, 
Whence arose my conjectures} 
your opinions. Suffice it to say 
my information has been deriy, 
ed principally from yourself 
Your habitual neglect of ty 
public instituted means of saly.. 
tion; and your occasional declar. 
ations of belief in this, and disbe. 
licf in. that, &e. respecting 
some of the fundamental article 
of religion, convinced me thy 
you did not believe the Bible 1 
be a revelaticn from God. By: 
this letter of yours puts the me: 
ter beyond all doubt. Not oie 
word have you advanced in prod 
of your belief in revealed religion, 
as distinguished from Deism; 
perhaps, more correctly, Soci. 
janzsm; that is, natural religion 
varnished with a few Christian 
morais. Every sentiment you 
have advarced is admitted bypro- 































fessed Deists, in general; both in nes 
their conversation and writings, tr 
True, some sentiments you Se 
mention they Consider a ” 
merely indifferent; but,in a mar mn 
yer similar to yours, they incu la 
cate some moral duties as pure 
natural religion, which they firs T 
learned from the Bibje. Thus r 
they deceive themselves, in first " 
stealing fire from heayen, an! " 
then denying the theft. Too 
many pretend to Christianity, f 
who reject the essentials, which : 
distinguish revealed from natu! : 
al religion. Against this class , 
of Deists Dr. Luller wrote bis 
letters on Socinianism, which 
I wish you to read. ¢ 
But previous to taking a di 
rect view of your creed, | must ) 
for the sake ef perspicully, t 
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ake some observations on the 
vords Law, and Mercy, of which 
ou appear to me, not to have 
ormed correct notions. The 
aw of God is either preceptive, 
natural. The former, such 
s the ceremonial laws, may be 
riven and revoked at pleasure, 
ss depending merely on the di- 
ine sovereignty. But natural 
law is unalterable. It results 
from our relation to God, as his 
rational creatures, and its obli- 
gations cannot be annulled nor 
abated, while this relation sub- 
sists. “it contains all those 
principles, which have an essen- 
tial fitness and equity in them. 
For this cause it is called the 
moral Law, or, the standing rule 
ef our life and conduct—an ab- 
stract of which we have in the 
decalogue. This law is pos- 
itive and admits of no imperfec- 
tion: the least failure in thought, 
word, or deed, ensures. the 
curse—= Zhe soul that sinneth, 
it shall dies As this law forbids 
all occasion of repentance, so it 
cannot accept of repentance as 
any satisfaction, Gal. til, 10. Yet, 
you often speak of repentance 
and amendment, as perfectly 
answering the demands of God’s 
law, so that he would be unjust 
in visiting for its transgression. 
This sentiment wholly rejects 
the atonement and righteous- 
ness of Christ, as needless and 
hugatory. 

Che word Mercy, you use 
frequently, without any determi- 
hate Meaning: sometimes, as 
mere human pity; sometimes as 
an essential attributeof the Deity, 
which he necessarily exercises 
towards sinners. But this is not 
Correct. None of God’s attri- 
butes oblige him to show pity to 
sinners. Mercy, in God, is a 
facre severeign act under the 
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control of his moral perfections. 
It can never be deserved; nor 
can it ever be exercised towards 
men, unless they are consider- 
ed as evii, and hell-deserving: 
creatures. Its Scripture sense 
is, Divine Favor to the ill-de- 
serving: God blesses where he 
might justly punish. I will now 
attend to your creed. 

Art I. “I depend on the mercy 
of a supremely just and good 
God, who is the searcher of 
hearts, and will, I trust, reward 
as we deserve.” 

My dear niece, I am surpris- 
ed, thata woman of your fine 
sense should deceive herself 
with such an absurdity, as this 
article contains: you expect mer- 
ty and the reward of desert! Is 
it not absolutely impossible, 
thet a sinner should be reward- 
ed according to desert; yet find 
mercy? If a sinner be rewarded 
as he deserves, he receives 
just punishment, but no mercy. 
If a man deserve and reccive 
favor, it is justice, but no mercy. 
God would be unrighteous to 
punish the well-deserving. Had 
there been no sin, God never 
could have exercised mercy, nor 
can he even now, but upon the 
righteousness of Christ. Itisa 
covenanted grace to him and his 
spiritual seed; and none have 
good ground to hope in God’s 
mercy, unless they be one spir- 
it with che Lord, united to him 
by faith and iove. 

You deceive yourself, Ma:ilda, 
in supposing mercy may be de- 
served. Justice, desert, and 
merit, totally exclude the idea 
of mercy. They are diametri- 
cally opposite to such an idea In 
ali cases. This idea that sinners 
may deserve weil of God, I have 
often noticed in vour conversa- 
tion. It is a dangerous decep- 
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tion: Do examine it with serious 
attention. By sinner, I mean 
any one who has not perfectly 
observed the moral law, in 
thought, word and deed. All 
such are under the curse, Gal. 
iii, 10.—Should an angel have a 
vain thought, he could never re- 
pair his transgression; for he 
could never love and serve God 
more and better than he ought, 
as his present duty. Conse- 
quently, he could do nothing 
which would count back for a 
past offence. Such also was the 
case with man in innocency; but 
now, as a sinner, every deedisa 
sinful act, in the view of the 
Law: The best act of the 
best saint is sin, in the sight 
of God; and, should the sin- 
ner be rewarded as_ he de- 
serves, he would receive no 
mercy. 

Such is the inconsistency of 
your article, on acceptance with 
God. And the remarks I have 
now made upon it bring into 
view the necessity of a Divine 
Savior, who, being possessed of 
divine dignity, could make at- 
tonement furour sins. Asa mere 
creature, however exalted, he 
could not exceed his own pres- 
ent duty to his Maker. Unless 
Christ be really God, he haps sa- 
ved none from the curse of the 
Law; we are yet in our gins, ut- 
terly without hope either in jus- 
ticeormercy. It is also worthy 
of notice, that though Christ be 
a perfect and accepted Savior 
in God's sight, yet, universal 
salvation will net follow. Ac- 
cording to the covenant of grace 
in Christ, the members of his 
mystical body, only, have good 
ground te trust in the mercy of 
God. We must be united to 
him by faith and love, or die in 


our sins, Mark xvi, 16. Joly 
xv, 5, 6. Rom. viii, 9, And 
our obedience to the laws g 
God will not, as you seem » 
apprehend, be the ground of j 
love tous; but the evidence g 
our love to him, John xiv, 15,9; 
This brings me to consid 
your 
Art. II. “I know also that y, 
must put our shoulders to the 
wheels, that 18, we must wat, 
and pray.” 

This you will recollect, wa 
subjoined toa fling at professo, 
of religion, as resting in the} 
profession of faith. How muc) 
credit is due to it, in this yiey, 
I will not attempt to determine 
As a detached article, it is righ 
as far as it goes. Faith withoy 
works is dead. Where theres 
love, there will be faith and obe. 
dience, John xiv, 23. Yet, good 
works are not the ground of ow 
jusufication before God, Gal. jj 
16. As means of duty to God, 
ourselves, and fellow men; and 
as evidences of love to God, ang 
faith in Christ, they are of high 
estimation. Nevertheless, be it 
remembered, that actions ex 
ternally good, muy be found 
among those who neither love 
God nor man. Hypocrisy, the 
lust of the eye, and pride of life 
may producethem. We needbe 
careful that we do not deceive 
ourselves, in the principle which 
excites us to “putour shoulders 
to the wheels.” 

I come, in the next place, t0 
your sneer at public profes 
sions of faith, church-covenatt 
ing, and contributions for 3: 
bles, Missionaries, &c. But 4 

. - ’ 
you putin no claim for Gods 
mercy on these accounts, and 
probably will never ‘put youl 
shoulders to these wheels,” ! 
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erely notice it, because it is 
referred to in your next article, 


et Ill. “If I study to know 

God aright, and serve him tru- 

ly,and practise the precept and 

example of Jesus Christ, to 
love my neighbor as myself, 

that is, todo by him, as I 

would he should do by me, I 

see no reason why profession 

and ceremony, should add to 
my practice.” 

As this article concludes your 
summary of faith and practice, 
we may soon see whether I judg- 
ed too severely of your princi- 
pics. However, as we proceed, 
we must carefully keep in mind, 
that Christianity includes the 
whole of natural religion; yet, 
in its own distinguishing fea- 
tures, rests on divine revelation. 
The truth of this observation is 
conceded on all sides; and now, 
agreeably to this, I am constrain- 
ed to say, your article contains 
nothing more than natural relig- 
ion. Except the bare mention 
of the word Christ, there is not 
a word to distinguish it as Chris- 
Uanity. 

Come, Matilda, I know some- 
thing of your sentiments and 
practice: Let us bring this arti- 
cle home, and see how it will 
bear. You tell of studying to 
know and serve God aright; and 
of following a particular precept 
o% Christ. How have you done 
these? Whatever we may pro- 
fess, our habitual practice will be 
evidence of our principles: let us 
keep this observation in sight. 
Now, reason, or the mere light 
of nature, never did, and never 
Can discover the true character 
of God; nor, whether he be re- 
Concileable to sinners; nor, if re- 
Concileable, on what terms; nor, 

Vor. V. New Series. 
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how He can be worshipped ac- 
ceptably by us; 1 Cor. i. 90, 21. 
These things are wholly of rey- 
elation. In ¢his we are taught, 
that God is known aright, and 
worshipped acceptably, ody, in 
and through Jesus Christ; that 
we must believe on the Son of 
God, and honor him as we honor 
the Father, with love and obedi- 
ence; that none can come to the 
Father but by him: On all others 
the wrath of God abideth. 

Now, my dear niece, I appeal 
to your practice: I appeal to 
your conscience— Have you 
ever studied to know and serve 
God in this way? Have you with 
hatred of sin, and in unfeigned 
trust and reliance on the right- 
eousness of Jesus Christ, en- 
deavored to follow his revealed 
will and examples? If so, how 
is it, that you wholly neglect and 
disregard the holy Sabbath, 
which Christ and his followers 
were strict in observing? Did 
not He who said, Thou shalt have 
no other Gods before me—Thou 
shalt not steal—Lhou shalt not 
kill; also say, Remember the Sab- 
bath day te keep it holy? This is 
a precept of the moral law, as 
much as any other; and who is 
sufficient to erase it from the 
code of divine laws! You may 
with the same propriety and 
safety, in God’s sight, reject the 
sixth, as the fourth command- 
ment. The authority for both 
is the same. It 1s also, an apos- 
tolic injunction that we neglect 
not the assembling of ourselves 
together on the Sabbath as the 
manner of some is, Heb. x, 25. 

It is also worthy of notice, that 
professorsand believers in Christ 
are called his church, his body, 
and his members. He gave his 


life for them; and formed them 
5 | 
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intoa church state: To some, he 
gave Apostles; to some, evan- 
gelists; to some, pastors and 
teachers; *for discipline, edifica- 
tion, and growth in grace. Matt. 


Xviii, 15—-18. LEphes. iv, 11, 
53513. 
To these ministers to the 


churches. Christ gave a most 
solemn charge to go and teach 
all nations, to disciple them to 
him, and baptise them as his 
property— to administer the 
Lord’s supper for comfert and 
growth in grace. The command 
is positive, Do this in remem- 
brance of me—teach whatsoever I 
have commanded vou—preach 
the whole counsel of God—watch 
for souls as those who must give 
account—le Instant in season 
and out of season; and count not 
your own life dear, for he that 
loveth his life shall lose it—He 
that believeth on me (accepts 
my message) shall be saved, but 
he that belicveth not shall be 
damned. 

Now. if you be a believer in 
revealed religion, you know 
these thingsare true. They do 
not rest on human interpreta- 
tion, but on plain declared facts. 
But to what purpose is this sol- 
emn charge and declaration of 
Christ, if, according to your 
opinion and practice, people are 
not bound to respect his minis- 
ters, and his messages by them: 
and, to confess him before men, 
forming themselves into church 
order, for instruction, edification, 
and discipline? Christ has not 
obligated himself to save those, 
him before 


who deny men, 
and will not come to him for 
hte: Nor are ministers more 


hound to preach, than people are 
io hear and receive their mes- 
sages trom Christ. Accordingly 


Letter from an Uncle to his Niece. 











Fry 


he commanded his ministers , 
shake off the dust of their fee, 
against such as would not hes 
and receive them; and declared 
it sheuld be more tolerable fo 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for 
them in the day of judgment, 
Yet, by rejecting public profes. 
sions of religion, church coye. 
nanting, and the fellowship of 
Salnts, you reject a_ visible 
church of Christ with all its of. 
ficers, public ordinances, and jp. 
stituted means of salvation. 
However, Iam persuaded, you 
do not in your conscience be. 
lieve all this account of profes. 
sing, confessing, covenanting, 
and walking in communion with 
the church of Christ, a mere sol- 
emn farce; nevertheless, you 
stigmatize it with the name 
of ceremony. What, my dear 
niece, did Christ die for sin- 
ners, establish a visible church 
with public ordinances, appoin 
ministers to preach salvation br 
him, and forbid us to disbelieve 
his message by them, on _penal- 
ty of dumnation, all out of cere- 
mony! Can you reconcile your 
application of this expression, 
either with a good conscience, 
or good sense? Yet, you support 
it with your practice! You will 
not publicly profess Christianity, 
nor encourace its public worship 
by your presence, nor contrib- 
ute a cent to assist the suffering 
members of Christ to a Bible, or 
to any means of serving him, 
whom to know aright is Iie 
eternal. No, you stand alooi 
among the enemies of Christ 
you desire no communion, and 
fellowship with his friends. “lt 
is not necessary for me to Pp! 
fess any sect in religior.” — /” 
deed! so then, mahomedabis™; 
paganism, and Christianity 4° 
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alike in your estimation: one 
a§ ood as the other! yet, you 
blame me for suspecting you of 
deistical and infidel principles. 
Ab! Matilda, how can you quib- 
ble thus: 

[have now finished my re- 
marks on your letter, and have 
endeavored to compare the 
principle with the probable and 
actual fruits. Mv remarks, I 
believe, are just and strictly 
scriptural; therefore, I make no 
apology for them. But if I have 
any where unjustivy or needless- 
jy wounded vour feelings, I am 
sorry for it and ask your forgive- 
ess. 

Jhave taken the occasion of 
your letter, to enlarge on sev- 
eral poluts in religion, that you 
and your sisters may know more 
fully mv sentiments. I wish 
you and them to read, and seri- 
ously consider, what I have 
writen. Lor this purpose, I 
bee of you to lay aside prejudice, 
and a little of your bigotry to rea- 
son. Mere reason, though ex- 
cellent, will net lead men to 
heaven. 

You have sadly disappointed 
me. When you mentioned your 
intention of writing, I expected 
your dpinion on the leading 
iruths of Christianity—the mor- 
al character of God—the char- 
acter of man, as a sinner, and 
how he can be saved—the char- 
acter of Christ, whether God, 
% man, or both, or neither: also 
your opinion of the Bible, 
whether it be, or be not, a rev- 
elaiion from God. A iew ob- 
Scrvations on these points 
would have clearly decided 
wheicr my conjectures were 
correct; and might have saved 
you the trouble of this ungra- 
“19us letter, 
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3ut be not offended at my 
plain desling: [To owiil neith- 


er lie nor flatter. JT bave writ- 
ten in love and inv the sincerity 
of my heart, us though it were 
to my dearest sister. And, be 
my abilities what they may, I 
have probably twenty times the 
acquaintance with the subjects 
of this letter, that you have: for 
this reuson, were there no 
other, you ought not to be 
hasty in judging and condemn- 
ing. The day is at hand, which 
will discover the truth. You 
and I have seen the most of our 
days: whatremains will be on 
the declivity of life. Every day 
takes one from ovr number. 
As you walk, perhaps run, down 
the hill of life, you will frequent- 
ly need the supports ot the 
Christian religion; and the com- 
forts of communion and fellow- 
ship with saints. Boasted phi- 
losophy, the arguings vi mere 
reason, will bring you no support 
on a sick and dying bed: it in- 
sults the anxious soul, and leaves 
it wretched. You had some 
conviction of this truth in your 
late sickness; and sorry am I to 
find you consider that convic- 
tion the work of a cistempered 
brain. I fear you sought rest 
in dry places, and finding none, 
returned to your former securi- 
ty. Do caretully consult these 
texts, Luke ii, 14—26; Heb. x, 
24-—3 1. 

Whatever you may think ofa 
work of conviction, it is a divine 
work, both rational and consist- 
ent with the character of God. 
No man can produce it; nor 
would Satan if he could: He is 
too cunning to attack his own 
kingdom. ‘That the woik ot 


grace i conviction of sip Is a 
reality, I know; not only fren, 
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what I have bften seen, but by 
my own experience. I was nev- 
er forward to speak of myself 
in this matter, but, in the pres- 
ent case, I believe it justifiable 
to bear my testimony to the re- 
ality of spiritual convictions. 
And, shouid you ever be brought 
to feel the guilt and danger of 
sin; and be held and shaken, for 
days together, as it were over 
the burning pit, as I have been, 
you will no longer think con- 
viction of sin a visionary busi- 
ness, nor the work of distem- 
pered brains. 

My dear niece, I entreat you, 
be careful how you scoff at sea- 
sons of awakening and convic- 
tion: and let it sink deep into 
your mind, that continued, final 
unbelief, is absolutely unpar- 
donable. Pride and self-suffh- 
ciency, which are besetting sins 
to you and me, forcibly tend to 
this sin. ‘To this cause, Dr. 
Priestly imputes the so general 
disbelief of revelation among 
worldly wise and _ philosophic 
men. At any rate, they are 
right eye and right hand sins to 
vou and me: and if we be ever 
truly happy in this or the future 
world, they must be subdued. 
We must submit to the teach- 
ings of Christ; and, by love and 
faith, embrace him as our Lord, 
our King, and our Judge: we 
must bow the neck of this pride; 
puton his yoke; take up his 
burden; and press forward for 
the prize of the high-calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Oh! that you would be in ear- 
nest in this business. Time is 
short, but eternity will be long. 
I greatly fear for you, Matilda. It 
will be a dreadful discovery, at 
last, to find you had a price of in- 
finite value put into your hands, 


and no heart to improve it, }; 
you shall ever be saved fron 
your sins, it must be through 
the atonement and righteousness 
of Jesus Christ: notin your way, 
but on God’s terms, and in His 
way—a way which will appear 
rational, consistent, and giorioys, 
if examined as it ought to be, 
The sooner you embrace the 
way of Gospel salvation, the 
happier you will be; and more 
glory will redound to the praise 
of God’s grace. That He may 
guide and direct you inte the 
way of life, and keep you by his 
mighty power unto salvation, is 
the sincere wish, and earnest 
prayer of your friend, and yery 
affectionate uncle. 


For the Panoplist.* 


REMARKS ON DAN. Xl, 40—45. 


In the preceding verses the 
prophet had described an infidel 
power, whose reign would imme 
diately precede the standing up 
of the Messiah; in these he fore 
tells its achievements and de- 
truction. ‘This part of the proph- 
ecy runs thus: 

And at the time of the end shalt 
the king of the south frush at hin; 
and the king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirl- 
qind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many shifis; 
and he shall enter into the coun 


* Though we do not agree with 
the writer of this article, in regardt 
the interpretation which he has g¥ 
en of the passage in question; yet bis 
remarks may be useful by excitirg 
attention to the wonderful events 
which are now taking place in the 
world, and which are doubtless fore’ 
told in the Scriptures, Ep. 
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ries, and shall overflow,and fiass 
ver. Lie shall enter also into 
he glorious land,and many coun- 
ries shall be overthrown; but 
these shall escape out of his hand, 
even Edom and Moab, and the 
chief of the children of Ammon. 
He shall stretch forth his hand 
also ufion the countries; and the 
land of Egyfit shall not escape. 
But he shall have frower over 
the treasures Of gold and silver, 
and over all the precious things of 
Egupt; and the Libyans and the 
Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 
But tidings out of the east and 
out of the north shall trouble him; 
therefore he shall go forth with 
great fury to destroy and utterly 
to make away many. And he 
shall plant the tabernacles of his 
ju:aces between the seas,* in the 
glorious holy mountain: yet shall 
he come to his end, and none shall 
help him. 

The time of the end, at which 
this prophecy begins to be fulfil- 
led, must intend the time when 
that state of things, under which 
papal oppression prevailed, 
would be dune away. It doubt- 
less includes the casting down of 
the thrones mentioned, Dan. 
vil, 9. 4 beheld, says the proph- 
Ct, bell the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of days did sit. 
hese thrones were those of the 
ien kings, and their overthrow 
commenced, J apprehend, with 
the late revolution in France; so 
that the time of the end com- 
menced then. 

_ The time when papal persecu- 
tion should cease is also men- 
tioned as the time of the end; for 
We read, Dan. xii, 7, 4nd when he 
ee accomplished to scat- 
““F ihe hower of the holy people, 


2 
Or among seas, at a glorious, &¢ 
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all these things shall be finished. 
Certainly, then, the con:mence- 
ment of the overthrow ©! the per- 
secuting powers, marks the com- 
mencement of the time of the 
end. 

It is generally allowed, that 
the infidel power, whose ex- 
ploits are so particularly narrat- 
ed in this prophecy, intends the 
French nation in its infidel state. 
If the time of the end is yet fu- 
ture, all the success of that na- 
tion for twenty years past is 
overlooked. But surely the 
events of this period, are not 
less remarkable than those fore- 
told in the prophecy. 

It being evident from the 
foregoing observations, that the 
time of the end commenced with 
the French revolution, it re- 
mains to trace the fulfilment of 
the prophecy from that period. 

And at the time of the end, the 
king of the south shall fiush at 
him. The French revolution 
was no sooner completed by the 
execution of Louis X VI,than war 
was declared against the infidel 
power, by Spain. At the same 
time, acombined northern power 
composed of Austria, Prussia, 
and Great Britain, came against 
him like a whirlwind with a force 
aptly expressed by chariots, and 
horsemen, and many shifts. Thus 
far we clearly trace the first 
events of the time of the end. 

And he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overfiow and 
fiass over. The success of the 
French against their assailants, 
on every side, exactly correspon- 
ded with this description. 

The first shock being over, 
and an interval of hostilities 
taking place between France and 

the continental powers,the infide] 
power sent an expedition te 
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Egypt. From Egypt the army 
marched into Palestine. This 
was overrun to its northern ex- 
tremity; where the city of Acre 
prevented farther progress. 
Edom, Moab, and the children 


of Ammon, skirted the line of 


march, at some distance, and 
thus escaped being overrun; yet 
during the siege of Acre, the 
territory of the Ammonites must 
have been visited by toraging 
parties. 

The entrance into the glorious 
land is mentioned previously 
to the invasion of Egypt, both 
because it*is amore interesting 
fact, and also because the con- 
quest of Egypt was not complet- 
ed at the time of the irruption 
into Palestine, Itis worthy of 
remark, that the ancient crusad- 
ers, whose only object was to 
gain possession of Palestine, 
found it necessary to begin with 
attacking Egypt. 

It does not appear, that in this 
invasion of Palestine many 
countries were overthrown; nor 
is this predicted in the prophe- 
cy, the word countries Leing 
supplied. These overthrows 
appear to have been in conse- 
quence of the entrance into the 
glorious land; and therefore it 
will be more proper to supply 
the word /fdaces, and translate 
the word rendered éut, in the 
clause but these shail escafie out 
of dis hand, by the word and, 
which 1s more common. In the 
original, there is no appearance 
of relation between the words 
many and these. 

By sending detachments in 
every direction, the French ex- 
ercised a power over the neigh- 
boring countries, w hich was suf- 
ficient to fulfil the prediction 


Fea 


He shall stretch forth his hay 
also ufion the countries, Th, 
entire conquest of Egypt bein 
at length effected, all the tres, 
ures, revenues, and  precioy 
things of Egypt, fell into th 
hands of the infidel power. |) 
the mean time, the inhabitansy 
ofthe neighboring parts of Ly. 
biay being defeated by th 
Irench, their subsequent tregt 
ment cf the infidel power fulfil. 
ed the prediction, that the; 
should be at his steps. The Ara 
bians or Cushites, who were the 
Ethiopians here spoken of, vol. 
unteered at the same time, iy 
great numbers to assist in de. 
fending Egypt, but the volup- 
teers being at length miserably 
destroyed, the government of 
Mecca disavowed the expedi- 
tion, and desired peace with the 
French. The trade of the Are 
bians with Egypt, and the coun 
trics beyond it, being regulated 
and taxed by the infidel poees 
the prediction that they also 
should be at his stefis was accom: 
plished. ‘The event of the com- 
bined attack on the infidel power 
being foretold, and his invasiou 
of Egypt and Palestine describ 
ed, the prophecy concludes with 
an account of his last expedi 
tion. But tidings out of the east, 
and out of the north, shall trouble 
him; therefore shall he go forth 
with great fury, to destroy ant 
utterly to make away many. And 


he shali plant the tabernacles of 


his fialaces among seas ata gl- 
rious holy mountain; yet shall he 
come to his end. and none shal 
help. him. All these particulals 
except the last, have been verit- 
ed in the present expedition u! 
Bonaparte. H. 5. 
Feb, 6, 1813. 
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For the Panoplist. 


PROPER APPLICATION 
OF SCRIPTURE. 


on THE 


Tue importance of understand- 
ing the precise meaning of 
Scripture, is obvious to every 
believer in Christianity. To 
instruct mankind in the sacred 
truths of this religion, is an in- 
teresting part of the duty of min- 
isters; itis a principal object of 
their appointment. It is the de- 
sign of this paper to point out a 
common fault in interpreting 
Scripture, and to direct the at- 
tention of teachers of religion, 


whether ministers, or members 


of churches, who take an active 
part In religious meetings, toa 
different course. If the objec- 


uon against the manner some- 


times adopted, be perceived and 
felt, the remedy for the evil will 
be obvious. 

Itis not unfrequent that min- 
isters, in their prayers and ser- 
mons, use the language of Scrip- 
ture in delivering their senu- 
ments, when the quoted passage 
does not authorize precisely the 
meaning, which it naturally con- 
veys, as they quote it. Such a 
practice will lead the hearers to 
entertain vague notions con- 
cerning such passages. It has 
induced some to say, that any 
meaning, which pleases the 
preacher, may be put upon 
Scripture. No ailusion is 
here made to the interple- 
tation of prophecies which are 
yet to be fulfilled. As the 
events alone will certainly show 
the things which such prophe- 
cles were intended to foretel, it 
1s to be expected that the best 
and wisest men should err and 
differ in their sentiments. This 
*SSay respects the more com- 
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mon application of plain passa- 
ges. It is believed, that Scrip- 
ture is so definite, that it cannot 
with the same propriety be ap- 
plied to two things, though they 
may be very similar. If this be 
the case, the explanation and ap- 
plication of passages ought to 
keep in view their frrecise mcan- 
ing. Nothing should be added— 
and nothing should be taken 
away,—and nothing in any man- 
ner different should be expressed 
orimplied. ‘To these sentiments 
a general assent will probably be 
given. But do we always find a 
corresponding practice! Let each 
one appeal to his own observation. 
Men are often represented by 
Ministers as willing, in popular 
language, to become religious, 
provided they be allowed to con- 
tinue the practice cf some dar- 
ling sin. ‘his is undoubtediy 
true with respect to multitudes. 
In proof of this seniiment the 
words of Naaman to the proph- 
et, ave sometimes adduced; 2 
Kines v, 18, Zn this thing the 
Lord fiardon thy servant, that 
when my master goeth tnto the 
house of Rimmon to worship 
there, anid he leaneth on my hand, 
and I bow myself in the house of 
Rimmon; when L bow down my- 
selfin the house of Rimmon, the 
Lord pfrarden thy servant in this 
thing. The prophet said to him, 
Go in peace. ‘This 1s sufficient 
to show, that Eiisha saw nothing 
wroug in this request of Naa- 
man, and that he belicved him 
sincere inthe promises which 
he had just made of worship- 
ping only the Lord.* The no- 
ticc, which our Savior took of 
this case as recorded in Luke 


* Many learned divines have very 
different views of the 
question, 


passage in 
Kb. 
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iv, 27, affords proof to the same 
effect. This being the case, it 
cannot but be wrong, thus to 
apply thé above passage. This 
application supposes that Naa- 
yaan was a vile character after 
the miracle of healing was per- 
formed upon him. It renders 
unaccountable what the prophet 
and what our Savior said respect- 
ing Naaman; it allows us not to 
wonder at the grace of God, and 
to adore him for manifesting his 
mercy, and subduing the proud 
spirit of this haughty Syrian. 

If, however, it be necessary 
to appeal to Scripture for an ex- 
ampie to prove that which the 
words of Naaman do not prove, 
the conduct of Judas when our 
Savior was anointed with the 
ointment may be alleged with 
propriety, aad with this advan- 
tage, that there is no doubt in 
the ease. Judasseemed willing 
to follow the Savior so long as 
he carricd the bag and was in 
possession of the property—so 
long as he could gratify his dar- 
ling passion. Ananias_ and 
Sapphira are instances in proof 
of the same point. 

Another case of misapplica- 
tion of Scripture consists in the 
general signification which Is 
given to some invitations of the 
Gospel, which are in their nature 
furticular. It will not be deni- 
ed, that the meaning of Scrip- 
ture is sometimes more, and 
sometimes /ess extensive. It is 
the preacher’s duty to distin- 
ruish these cases. An instance 
may be given to illustrate what 
has now been said. Ona cere 
tain occasion our Savior thus ad- 
dressed the people: Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are hea- 
vy laden, and I will give you rest. 
As this invitation respects those 





who dabor and are heavy lady, 
it cannot be proper to Say to al 
without distinction, that the Say. 
lor invites them in this language 
unless all labor and are heavy he. 
den. But that this is not th 
case with all is plain from Scrip. 
ture and fact. Hence, this jp. 
vitation ought not to be exten. 
ed any farther than to the very 
persons who are specified in jt 
But how contrary to this is the 
practice of many, who are teach. 
ers of religion. There are oth. 
er invitations, similar to the 
above, which are limited by the 
very terms in which they are 
expressed, and cannot be con- 
sidered general. Ho, every ont 
that thirsteth;—zfany man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink, 

‘There are general invitations, 
which ought not to be made 
farticular. The Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. Look unto me, 


and be ye saved, all the ends of 


the earth. 

Another source of misapplica- 
tion of Scripture is the attemp 
to put a spiritual construction 
upon all the parables, and every 
part of the parables of our Sav- 
ior. The first part of the para 
ble of the unjust steward, Luke 
xvi, 1, 2, was not long since in- 
terpreted in the following man- 
ner, by a person, whose reason 
and knowledge of Scripture 
ought to have directed him toa 
very different expianation. The 
rich man was said to represent 
God; the steward the sinner; and 
the wasting of the goods, the 
neglect and abuse of the met 
cies and privileges which God 
bestows. The account, wiich 
the steward was calied upon (0 
give, represented the judgment 
day, or the time when the sir 
ner would be called to give 
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account of hisconduct. In view 
of the whole, the hearers were 
admonished that the time was 
approaching when they must 
render a solemn account of the 
use made of their mercies. 
This thought is important, and 
ought often to be introduced by 
ministers of the Gospel. But 
there are passages from which 
it necessarily flows. There is 
no necessity of straining and fer- 
verting plain Scripture, in order 
toinculcate this sentiment. It 
surely is evident from the whole 
parable, that the rich man does 
not mean Gud, and so on; but 
that the object of our Savior 
was to convince his followers, 
fron. the wicked conduct of the 
steward, that the men of the 
werld act a far more consistent 
fart in their exertions to obtain 
the desired object, than the sons 
of ight—than those who profess 
to live for God and heaven. 
This appears to be the scope of 
the parable, and no other con- 
struction should be put upon it. 
Any other construction produces 
dificulty and absurdity in the 
explanation of the whole para- 
ble; and must bewilder the 
minds of many hearers, leave the 
Whole in uncertainty and obscu- 
rity, and in acomsiderable de- 
gree, defeat the intended de- 
sign. 

Many cases originate from 
connecting passages which are 
separate, and supporting or de- 
ducing doctrines from them, as 
f they were in fact connected. 
Instances of this not unfrequent- 
y occur in the prayers and ser- 
mons of ministers. To prove 
that regeneration is the work of 
the Spirit, we sometimes hear a 
Passage which is pertinent con- 
hected with another which is 

Vou. V. New Series. 
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not; as the following: And grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, by 
which ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption. This supposes 
that renewing and scaling are 
one andthe same thing, which 
probably is not the case. For, 
it seems very evident from other 
passages, that sealing has parti- 
cular reference to sanctification 
by the Spirit.f 

To mention another example; 
a minister has been heard to 
preach from Titus il, 4, 6, join- 
ed in this way: Young men like- 
wise exhort to be sober-minded, 
that they may teach the young 
women to be sober. The pas- 
sages, thus connected, cannot be 
called Scripture; for these two 
things are never put together in 
the Bible inthis manner. Thisisa 
case indeed, in which a moment’s 
attention would correct any er- 
roneous impressions tn the mind 
of the hearer. Such things 
must, however, have a very un- 
favorable influence, and might 
prevent the recepuon of impor 
tant truths. 

The habit of expressing the 
meaning of Scripture in the 
form of certain positions called, 
by way of eminence, doctrines, 
is another fruitful source of the 
misapplication of Scripture. It 
is important in many cases to do 
this, but the practice may be ex- 
tei.ded too far. The proneness 
in ministers to have a few favor- 
ite subjects, Carries it beyond all 
bounds. It has been said of 
some ministers, that almost ev- 
ery passage, which they dis- 
course upon, leads to some one 
of afew favorite topics. I know, 
indeed, that some subjects are 


t¢ May not real Christians be ex- 
horted not to grieve the Holy Spirit? 
Ep, 
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more important, and ought to be 
discussed and urged more fre- 
guently than others. I know, 
also, that many persons who are 
opposed to certain doctrines, 
will say that ministers always 
preach upon these, and make 
every passage lead to them. 
But allowing for all this, is it not 
too often the case with many 
ministers, that before they finish 
a sermon they get upon one of 
their favorite points? This prac- 
tice is attended with many evils, 
and, particularly with this, that 
all Scripture is made to mean 
the same thing, though the ex- 
pressions used by the inspired 
writers are so various, and the 
apparent meaning of different 
passages isso different. It sure- 
ly ought to be the object of 
preachers to confine their ser- 
mons to the very sentiment ex- 
pressed and implied in the text, 
without distracting the attention 
of their hearers with other sub- 
jects, which, though they may 
have a relation to the principal 
subject, are no more pertinent 
i One discourse than in another. 
Much contusion would thus be 
avoided; and the meaning of 
Scripture would appear, as it is, 
defiulie and perspicueus. 

It is a great point with many 
of the clergy to express the 
meaning of texts in a suiking 
manner, in order that the sub- 
ject may catch the attention of 
the hearers. This mode has 
many things to recommend it. 
When the preacher succeeds in 
the attempt, it usually has a hap- 
py effect. But is there not of- 
ten afailure of success! Is there 
not Olien a little more, ora little 
less, than the precise meaning, 
or something opposite to it, ex- 
pressed? The attentive and crit- 


ical hearer can answer: A case 
lately occurred in a_ sermon 
from Ps. xxxix, 6, Surely every 
man walketh in @ vain show, 
The plain meaning of the pas: 
Sage is, that the objects of men’s 
attention and pursuit are unsxup. 
stantial and vanishing. But the 
sentiment deduced by the preach. 
er was, Man is not what he ap. 
fears to be. This may be in 
part true; and may be usefully 
impressed onthe mind, But as 
this is not the meaning of the 
passage, it cannot be proper te 
apply it in this manner. 

Another case in which a 
meaning is affixed, different 
from the true one, is the com. 
mon application of 1 Pet. iv, 18, 
Jindif the righteous scarcely be 
saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner afifear? The con- 
nexion shows, that this verse 
refers to salvation from the evils 
and miseries which were about 
to come upon the world, and not 
to deliverance from the miseries 
of hell, to which it is frequently 
applied. It is not true, that the 
Vighteous are scarcely saved 
from hell;—they are saved by 
an almighty arm with power and 
gtory. 

The subject of this essay is 
highly interesting. It demands 
the attention of every minister 
of the Gospel. The few cases, 
which have been noticed, shew 
iis importance. Much more 
might be done by those, who 
instruct students in divinity, to- 
wards preventing the evil, than 
has been done. No objection to 
any thing, which has now been 
offered, occurs to me except the 
following: Such a confinement 
to the precise meaning of Scrip- 
ture would prevent the compe 
sition of some of the most I 
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gructive sermons. Ministers 
often take occasion, from pas- 
gages not directly to the pur- 
ose, to bring Into view Impor- 
tant subjects, and urge them in 
the most forcible manner. This 
is acknowledged;—and to such 
a plan there 1s no objection, if 
the passages thus interpreted 
will not occasion mistakes in the 
minds of the hearers. Of this 
tind is one in Mr, Jay’s Family 
Sermons, from the words of Ha- 
ear, Thou, God, seest me. Thisis 
excellent. The same author 
has a most solemn, alarming, 
and affecting sermon from the 
text, Hfihraim is joined to idols, 
let him alone. If the meaning 
which he attaches to the passage 
be correct, nothing can be more 
appropriate and happy than his 
management of the subject. 
But, if the command, let him 
alone,respects avoiding Ephraim, 
aud having no communication 
with him, lest further corruption 
in religion should be the conse- 
quence, as some believe, howev- 
er much we may be pleased with 
the sermon, it clearly has no 
connexion with the text, and 
consequently is highly faulty. 
The application of the address 
ef the shipmaster to Jonah, 
What meanest thou, O sleeper! 
arise, call ufion thy God, &c¢. 
to the awful situation of impeni- 
tent and secure sinners, is per- 
fectly justifiable, and peculiarly 
impressive. The same may be 
sald of a sentiment deduced 
from Mat. xi. 18, 19. or John 
came netther eating nor drinking, 
and they say, He hath a devil. 
Lhe Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, Behold a 
man gluttonaus, and a wine-bib- 
ber, &c. These and similar in- 
Sances are not opposed to the 


Revival of Region. 411 


principle which has been advo- 
cated. They occasion no mis- 
take—they leadtonoerror. All 
such subjects may be thus treat- 
ed with the greatest propriety. 
But such a concession does not 
authorize the application of 
Scripture in the way which has 
beew noticed above. The cause 
of the error may, In a measure 
at least, be seen from the parti- 
culars which have been mention- 
ed. In most cases it is easily 
removed Attention is all that 
is required. As we value ¢he 
truth of God’s word—as we feel 
the im:portance of declaring the 
truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so let us regard this subject— 
so let us practise, 


N. U. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN EAST- 
HAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE COUN- 
TY, MASS. 


The following account was commu- 
nicated in a letter from the Rev. 
Seth Williston to a friend in Bos- 
ton, by whom it was handed to us 
for publication. 


“You desired me to give you 
some account of the late out- 
pouring of the Spirit. I believe 
it to be a duty to make mention 
of the loving-kindness of the 
Lord, and communicate his 
great goodness; and | view the 
work of the Spirit as the most 
wonderful display of his goad- 
ness, through the mediation of 
the Divine Redeemer. I believe 
heaven and earth are made glad 
by those out-pourings of the 
Spirit which revive the church- 
es, and bring new guests to the 
marriage supper. The narra- 
tives of religious awakenings 
published in the Magazines, 
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have undoubtedly comforted the 
hearts of many and been the oc- 
casion of increasing the thanks- 
givings and prayers of the 
Church. Butthere is one thing 
which is calculated to cause a 
backwardness in giving an ac- 
count of an awakening; and that 
is this: Awakenings often dis- 
appoint us in not yielding se 
much fruit as was expected 
from them. It is not uncom- 
mon, that some, who are consid. 
ered as remarkable instances of 
Divine grace, manifest the un- 
soundness of their conversion 
by their falling away; and with 
respect to others of whom we 
still hope better things, there is 
such abatement of the fervent 
piety which appears in the midst 
of the awakening, that it weuld 
lead those, who have read ac- 
counts of these revivals, and 
have afterwards become ac- 
quainted with the piaces to 
which the accounts refer, to 
think the accounts were full of 
exaggeration, and false coloring, 
to answer some seifish purpose. 
This has operated as one reason 
to keep me hitherto from writ- 
ing any description of the late 
awakening in this place, witha 
view to publication 1 do not 
hesitate, however, to say, that I 
believe it was the work of God’s 
Holv Spirit. [believe a consid- 
erable number have experienc- 
ed a change of heart. But I do 
not think all expericnced such 
a change, who entertained such 
a hope themselves, and concern- 
ing whom others entertained a 
hope. 

“Phe awakening commenc- 
ed, as to its visible appear- 
ance, the beginning of Novem- 
ber, 1809; about the time of the 
Rev. Mr. Townsend’s taking his 










farewell of his flock.  Indeeg 
the farewell sermon probably 
made an impression on the 
minds of some of his hearers. 
Immediately upon his leaving 
the people, they were supplied 
with the labors of a candidate, 
whose heart appeared engaged 
in the work of the Lord. Dur. 
ing this time those, who had 
Waited for the consolation of Js. 
racl, multiplied their meetings 
for prayer, and other religious 
exercises. I was here the last 
Sabbath in November, and by 
this time the attention of the 
people bad become quite awak. 
ened. There were one or two 
who had obtained comfort, and 
several were concerned abont 
their’salvation. Soon after this, 
the church agreed to keepa fast, 
to implore the more copious ip- 
fluences of the Spirit. On this 
occasion the house ef God was 
full. We had meetings in dif. 
ferent parts of the town for the 
purpose of prayer and religious 
instruction, every evening in the 
week except Saturday evening, 
through the winter, and the 
summer foliowing. These 
meetings through the winter 
were almost all of them crowded, 
and solemn. It was a time in 
which God seemed to show hin- 
self loath to destroy his enemies; 
willing rather that they should 
turn aud live. During this tine 
of special awakening, the Lord 
sent different messengers 10 
plead his cause with this people. 
In the months of January and 
February, the work was most 
powerlul. After this, it began 
to decline, and never revived so 
as to be as powerlul as it was 
then. There were but few who 
attained a hepe until two months 
after the awakening commenc- 































1313. 


|. After this, hopeful conver- 
sions were frequent. I believe 
‘twas four months after the werk 
began, before any came forward 
to seek an admission into the 
church. Through the months 
of March and April, the church- 
committee appointed to exam- 
ine candidates for the fellowship 
of the church, were frequently 
employed in their work. In the 
fore part of May, fifty-six were 
in one day admitted to the fel- 
lowship of the church. Twenty 
more were admitted in July, and 
six (1 believe) have been admit- 
ted since, beside those who have 
been received by letters from 
other churches. Some of these 
had been thinking of making a 
profession before the late out- 
pouring of the Spirit; and now 
being revived, they came forward 
and took the vows of God upon 
them. Nearly two thirds of the 
eighty-two new members, who 
have united with the church 
siuce the commencement of the 
lac awakening were, about thir 
ty years old or younger. 

“This people had been accus- 
tomed to hear from their minis- 
ter the doctrines of total defirav- 
ity, regeneration by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, justification 
through the atonement of the in- 
finite Redeemer, the certain frer- 
severance of the saints, the fer- 
fect and immutable counsel and 
Sovernment of Jehovah, with 
Other doctrines connected with 
them, During the season here 
Gescribed, the people heard a 
number of different preachers; 
Dut they all united in holding 
‘orth the doctrines which have 
how been mentioned. The sub- 


= of the work appeared to 
ecome convinced of the truth 
They all 


f ; 
oO these doctrines, 
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seemed to be feelingly convinc- 

ed of total depravity in their own 

case, and of the necessity of spe- 

cial grace to change their hearts. 

Great pains were taken to guard 

the awakened against looking 

for, and resting on, imaginary ex- 

periences; such as seeing vis- 
ions, hearing words spoken to 

them, and having texts of Scrip- 
ture suggested to the imagina- 
tion, without sanctifying the af- 
fections. There was one re- 
markabie display of the power 
of God in bringing a man off 
from a hope of this kind, on 
which he had rested for about 
nine years. At that time, being 
somewhat anxious about his 
soul, he thought he saw a light 
shining into his room one night, 
and thought he heard angelic 
music. This device of Satan, 
who transforms himself into an 
angel of light, he then consider- 
ed as a true conversion, and rest- 
ed on it until more than four 
months after the late revival 
commenced. He had taken some 
pains during these nine years, 
to keep alive his imaginary reli- 
gion, and thought about making 
a public profession. Having 
opportunity one day to tell his 
old experience to a minister and 
a private Christian, they endeav- 
ored to discourage him from 
resting upon it, and pointed out 
to him the fallacy of such vision- 
ary discourses. He felt angry 
with them for their kindness. 
The next day being the Sabbath, 
the man feit so offended with 
the minister, that he could hard- 
ly prevail on himself to attend 
pubijic worship. But the Lord, 
who, we hope, had designs of 
mercy towards him, brought 
him to hear the sound of his 
word. The text in the afternoon 
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was this, Looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of Gods 
The text itself had a powerful 
effect on his mind. He went 
home without any hope. He 
continued a few days in great 
distress of mind, and appeared 
to be convinced of sin. After 
this, he obtained a hope in quite 
anew way, by becoming recon- 
ciled, as he thought, to God and 
his laws, and by discovering a 
glorious beauty in the Savior, 
and the way of life by him. He 
has hever since entertained any 
idea that his former experiences 
were of any worth. I have par- 
ticularized this case, because I 
think that such are among the 
most marvellous displays of Di- 
vine grace. Seest thou a man 
wise in his own conceit, there is 
more hofie of a fool than of him. 
The young persons who obtained 
hopes, and made a profession, 
have appeared ever since to be 
seriously disposed. Their eyes 
appear to be turned off from be- 
holding vanity. Vhey frequent- 
ly meet together for religious 
improvement. But there is a 
decline of that zeal in the cause 
of God, which appeared in that 
time of Divine mercy, of which I 
have been giving you some ac- 
count. If this short sketch 
should be judged by you and 
others to be calculated to bring 
any glory to God, and any com- 
fort to his people in their way 
to glory, you may make such use 
of it as you please. I hope that 
while you give thanks to God 
for his mercy to us, you will 
pray that he would return and 
revive us agall, that we may re- 
joice in Him. May the Spirit 
every where be shed down! May 
Zion’s waste places be built up. 
Believe me to be your friend,&c.” 
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A SCRAP. 


Every man has his God; ay 
and whatever 1T be, iT is wo, 
shipped on the Sabbath,and int 
sanctuary. While the Christa 
adores his Jdaker, the man Of the 
world is paying homage 
Mammon; the sluggard to Laue; 
the voluptuary to Pleasure; ang 
the ambitious man to Abony. 
Thus, in various ways, the grand 
adversary of souls, catches away 
the word of life, and secures ty 
himself the faithful service ¢ 
thoughiless mortals. 


FLATTERY. 


lew things are more universii. 
ly condemned than flattery; yet 
there are few men,who are above 
its influence, and still fewer, who 
have courage sufficient to repel 
it with a faithfulrebuke. The 
following anecdote is recom 
mended, as affording a speci 
men of a good answer to flatter 
ers. A certain clergyman 1 
New England, eminent both tv 
talents and humility, was 00 
day accosted by a parishiont!, 
who highiy commended someu 
his performances, of which the 
clergyman, himself had a vel 
low opinion. After patiently 
hearing him afew moments, tit 
clergyman replied; “My Frient 
all that you say gives me no bet 
ter opinion of myself than I hi 
before, but gives me a much 
worse opinion of you.” 


PRAYER. 
7 hi 
A MAN once complained to 


minister, that he had prayed for 
a whole year, that he might 


Fey, 





Od; ang 
1S Wop, 
nd in the 
/hristign 
an Of the 
lage 19 
Lo Ease; 
re; and 
Honor, 
€ grand 
CS away 
UTES to 
‘vice ¢ 


versal: 
ry; yet 
> above 
ry who 
) repel 
The 
"ECON 
speci: 
latter. 
an il 
oth fu 
S$ one 
lone! 
me ut 
“h the 
1 very 
ently 
sy the 
riend, 
o bet: 
I hat 
much 


o his 
d for 
en 





1815. 


joy the comforts of religion; but 
ound no answer to his prayers. 
His minister replied, “go home 
now and pray, #ather, glorify 
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thyself.’ Reader, are you one 
of those who find no profit in cal- 
ling upon God? Ask yourself, if 
your prayers are not all selfish. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Panuplist. 
gN THES RUINOUS EFFECTS OF 
ARDENT SPIRITS. 


Strong drink is raging.----SoLOMON. 


Nol. 


Tur friends of religion and hu- 
manity throu; rhout our country, 
have Jong secn, and deeply la- 
mented, the intemperate use of 
intoxicating liquors. They have, 


F also, long been convinced, that 


something ought to be done to 
effect a reformation;—to cure, if 
possible, such as are already 
infected, and, if not, at least to 
prevent the further spread of the 
deadly contagion. Nor have the 
wise and good, in time past, alto- 
gether contented themselves, 
with unavailing regrets and 
good wishes. <A kind of desul- 
tory warfare has been carried on 
against (he common enemy, with 
varlous success. 

Legislators have interposed 
their authority, to arrest the tri- 
umphant and desolating prog- 
ress, of the evil in question. 
Laws against tippling and drunk- 
enness, armed with severe penal- 
tics, have been enacted, in, per- 
haps, every state of the Union. 
Iniorming officers have been 
appointed, occasional present- 
ments haye been made, and the 
laws have sometimes been exe- 
cuted. Ministers ef the Gos- 


pel, in the mean time, have not 
been wholly inactive. They 
have attacked the foe, with the 
weapons of their warfare, which, 
when skilfully used, are mig.aty 
through God to the fiulling down 
of strong holds. Here and there 
a church, also, has done some- 
thing to resist the progress 
of intemperance; while here and 
there an individual has attacked 
it, with a resolution, whici can- 
not be too highly commended, 
or too generally emulated 
During allthis time, however, 
the great destroyer has been 
steadily gaining ground. Every 
erog-shop is at once an achiev- 
er, and a monument of its victo- 
ries. Our taverns, and = our 
erave-yards, are filled with its 
trophics. Not content with ex- 
tending its ravages, and multie 
plying its triumphs, among the 
refuse of society, it has invaded 
all ranks, and made awfui havoc 
of property, genius, learning, 
reputation, and happiness. It Is 
an enemy, which sparing neither 
high nor low, seems in this 
country, to be waging a war of 
extermination. ‘Thousands of 
husbands has it already torn 
from the bosom of their fami- 
lies; thousands of sons from the 
embraces of their parents. Like 
the “croaking plagues of 
Egypt,” it has found its way, 
into the very bed chambers of 
the rich and the poor, the pub- 
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lic officer and the private citi- 
zen. 

Even magistrates themselves, 
the appointed guardians of the 
laws, have not always escaped. 
Nay more, this audacious and 
deadly foe to the bodies and souls 
of men, has leaped over the pale 
of the church, polluted the sanc- 
tuary, and, (how shall it be spok- 
en?) has numbered among its 
victims ministers of the Gospel. 

To change the figure, intem- 
perance, which was_ scarcely 
known in this country, ull long 
after its settlement by our an- 
cestors, has within the last twen- 
ty or thirty years swollen toa 
mighty flood, not confined, like 
our great rivers, to a particular 
channel, but spreading over the 
face of the whole country, 
tireatening to sweep away, inits 
course the strongest bulwarks of 
religion and government, to- 
eether with the sentinels that 
should guard, and the arms that 
should defend them; and bearing 
on its fiery surges, a huge and 
frightful mass of wreck and des- 
olation. So wide and impetu- 
ous has thisover flowing scourge 
at length become, that almost 
every body is retreating before 
it. Even the most courageous 
are astonished and dismayed at 
its progress. They not only 
hear its portentous roar; but 
witness and tremble at its dead- 
ly ravages. 

Intemperance® is certainly, at 
the present time, one of the most 


* The word intemper ice is no 
more applicable to the abuse of ar- 
dent spirits, than to many other 
vices. The fact, therefore, that our 
countrymen generally, both in writing 
and conversation, designate this 
abuse by the word intemperance, is 
proof, of the most striking and de- 


demoralizing, loathsome, heay. 
en-provoking abominations g 
this country Every body yh, 
has elther eyes, or ears, must 
admit that here, at least, strong 
drink is raging. The exper. 
ence of thousands proves, that j 
is like a fire shut up in the bones 
It allows its votaries no ease 
It consumes the best estates, 
often with a rapidity resembling 
that of a conflagration. It rages 
like a burning fever in the body, 
like a fallen spirit inthe head, 
like a wild beast in the family, 
and like a sweeping pestilence 
in the community. Profaneness, 
gambling, lewdness, poverty, 
disgrace, lawsuits, brutal stu 
pidity, raving distraction, des 
pair, murder, and suicide, march 
in its train. Many years ago, 
an eminent physician of Phila 
delphia gave it as his opinion, 
that more than four thousand of 
our citizens were annually hur- 
ried to an untimely grave, by 
the hand of this ruthless destroy- 
er. That the evil has increased, 
instead of diminishing, since thet 
time, there can be no doub. 
Already, there is good rezson 
to beileve, have intoxicating 
liquors cost the United States 
more lives than their indeper- 
dence; demoralized more pe! 
sons, broken more hearts, beg: 
gared more families, and sent 
more souls to perdition than aly 
other single vice. 

Strong drink may be denoml- 
nated the grand Moloch of this 
proud republic. If children a 


monstrative kind, that the intemper 
ate use of ardent spirits is a greats 
exiensive, pre eminent, and national 
vice. Ep. 
T This computation is probably 
small at present by more than oné 
half. Ep. 
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not caused to pass through the 
gre, they are reduced to rags 
and starvation. If its devotees 
are not crushed to death by the 
wheels of a stupendous car, they 
are consumed by the slow flames 
which it kindles in their vitals. 
If it is not worshipped on every 
high hill, and under every green 
tree, it has 1ts shrines on the 
banks of almost every brook, in 
the midst of every village, and 
by the side of every road. Think 
of four thousand self-devoted hu- 
man victims, immolated every 
year upon its altars. Where, in 
this wide world, is there a graven 
image, or any false god, that de- 
mands more? Melancholy as 1s 
the accouut given by Dr. bu- 
chanan of the senguinary rites 
at Juggernaut, and the vast adja- 
cent plain, paved with human 
bones, it does not appear, that 
four thousand lives are sacri- 
ficed there, within the short pe- 
rion of a single year. While, 
therefore, every benevolent 
heart is wishing and praying for 
the emancipation of the infatua- 
ted Hindoos from that abomina- 
ble idolatry, it surely becomes 
every one to deplore the tyran- 
nical sway of this monstrous 
vice, in this Christian land; and, 
if possible, to devise ways and 
means for overthrowing its ein- 
pire, 

If nothing more were neces- 
sary, than a general statement of 
the evils of intemperance and 
the importance of a reformation, 
the preceding remarks might 
suffice. But it would be dving 


the subject great injustice to 
dismiss it here, especially as in 
that case, many would, probably, 
look upon the foregoing dread- 
ul picture, as very much over- 
The writer is confident, 
Aew Series. 


drawn. 
Vo L. V. 
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that every thing which has been 
advanced can be more than sup- 
ported, without a very extensive 
or minute investigation. To 
this end he solicits a candid 
hearing, while he proceeds very 
briefly to specify more particu- 
larly some of the legion of evils, 
which are produced by ardent 
spirits in this country. 

1. Look at their deadly effects 
upon the bodies of their infatu- 
ated victims. Physicians all 
agree, that intemperance has a 
direct tendency to destroy 
health, and shorten life. Ina 
vast multitude of instances, it is 
the legitimate parent of fevers, 
dropsies, consumption, gout, pal- 
sy, and appopicxy. ‘Ardent 
spirits,” says Dr Rush, (and so 
savs almost every other physi- 
cian, ) “dispose the body to acute 
diseases in every form, and ex- 
cite fevers in persons predispos- 
ed to them from other causes. 
Thus, when yellow fevers have 
visited the cities of the United 
States, hard drinkers have sel- 
dom escaped, and rarely recoy- 
ered.” 

The same remark has been 
made concerning the most 
alarming and fatal diseases, 
which have, within afew years 
past, prevailed in different parts 
of the country. The writer has 
been assured, that hard drinkers 
have been remarkably singled 
out by the destroying angel; and 
that, in some places, not an indi- 
vidual of this class has recover- 
ed from an attack. -Go then to 
the bedside of a neighbor ora 
friend, who has long been laying 
up, in his system, the fuel of ar- 
dent spivits to feed the fever that 
now consumes him. Perhaps 
he was never called a drunkard. 


It may be that he was never 
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completely intoxicated. But he 
drank regularly and freely. Now 
behold him on the brink of eter- 
nity. His tongue is parched. 
His brair is disordered. His 
disease, which he might have 
escaped by temperance, or 
which, had he been temperate, 
would have yielded to the power 
of medicine, is now incurable. 
His eye grows dim; he strug- 
gles; he gasps; he expires; and 
in him you behold the fate of 
vast numbers, who follow the 
same course. 

Shall we proceed further, and 
point you to ten thousand shad- 
ows of human existence in the 
last stages of various other dis- 
eases brought on by excessive 
drinking? Shall we undertake to 
count the miserable creatures, 
who, in one place and another, 
are every year tortured to death 
by this Promethean vulture?! 
Shall we press physicians to tell 
us how many names, on our an- 
nual bills of mortality, are in- 
scribed there by the hand of this 
fell destroyer? Shall we go from 
grave to grave, in the fields of 
the dead, and ask tomb-stones 
how many victims of ardent spir- 
its lie beneath them? Ah! if 
tomb-stones tnight tell the truth, 
how affecting would be thcir re- 
port 

Let us take another view of 
this subject. It will not be ques- 
tioned, that health and life are 
often destroyed by strong drink, 
in many ways which have not 
yet been mentioned. Who, 
saith the royal preacher, hath 
woe? Who hath sorrow? Who 
hath contentions? Who hath bab- 
bling? Who hath wounds with- 
out cause? Who hath redness of 
eyes? They that tarry long at 
the wine; they that go te seck 
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Fey, 


mixed wine. Hard drinking jg 
the parent of almost every Crime 
that can be named, and EX Poses 
its votaries to dangers and death; 
wherever they go. How many 
have been dragged from the 
grogshop to prison, and fron, 
prison to the gallows? How m:. 
ny in fits of drunkenness, haye 
had their limbs broken, and beey 
miserably crippled for life! Hoy 
Many; in attempting to retury 
from the tavern, have reeled 
from their horses into eternity! 
How often, how very often, jj 
the drunkard found stretched 
by the way side on the cold and 
damp earth; exposed to the 
wheels of the hasty traveller, 
wet with the dew of heaven; 
shivering under the piercing 
blasts of winter, or, perhaps, ly- 
ing stiff in the iron slumber of 
death! It is needless to enlarge. 
Every reader must be convinced, 
by his own observations, anda 
little reflection, that ardent spir- 
its are making terrible havoc in 
our country. 


Z. X. Y. 


MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY FOR 
SUPPRESSING INTEMPERANCE: 


A Society with the above designs 
tion was formed in Boston on the 5 
instant. A meeting was held for the 
purpose on the 4th and at the Acade- 
my Room in the New State House 
on the 5th, when the following pre 
amble and articles were adopted # 
the 


CONSTITUTION. 


THE excessive use of ardent 
spirits, In our country, cannot 
fail to be deeply deplored by 
every friend to the true inte! 
ests of mankind. It may be a 
sumed, upon a very moderate 
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that more money is 
expended for ardent spirits, un- 
jyecessarily and even injuriously 
-onsumed, than is expended for 
the support both of the ministry 
and of the schools. By this la- 
mentable excess, many individu- 
als are ruined, many families 
are made wretched, the public 
morals are corrupted, and socic- 
ty deeply injured. An evil so 
extensively destructive calls 
ioudly for a remedy. Itis well 
known, indeed, that vices, when 
prevalent and inveterate, are not 
easily suppressed; yet experl- 
ence testifies that by suitable 
endeavors, they may be coun- 
teracted and checked. Particu- 
larly it has been proved by suc- 
cessful experiment, that, with 
the blessing of God, much to 
this effect may be done, by as- 
sociations formed for this benev- 
olent and important purpose. 
From such an association ii this 
Commonwealth, calculated to 
act upon an extensive scale, 
great and lasting utility may 
reasonably be expected. Under 
these impressions, therefore, and 
for such an association, the fol- 
lowing Constituuon has been 
framed. 


Art. I, The name of this as- 
sociation shall be THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS SOCIETY FOR 
THE SUPPRESSION OF IN- 
TEMPERANCE, 

Arr, The object of the 
Society shall be to discounte- 
hance and suppress the two free 
use of ardent spirits, and its 
kindred vices, profaneness and 
saMing, and to encourage and 
promote temperance and gener- 
al morality. With a view to this 
object, the Society will recom- 
nend the institution of auxiliary 


societies in the different parts 
of the Commonwealth, upon 
such a plan as shall be deemed 
the best adapted to give svstem 
and efficiency tothe whole. Jt 
will also hold correspondence, 
ws OcCasion may offer, with other 
Societies, which may be institu- 
ted tor the same general object, 

Axr. III. No person shall be 
eligible as a member, who is 
not of a fair moral reputation; 
nor shall any one be admitted 
as amember, unless nominated 
in open meeting, and approved 
by the votes of two thirds of the 
members present at the time. 
Any person, thus nominated and 
approved, may become a mem- 
ber by subscribing this consti- 
tullon, or announcing his ac- 
ceptance of his election, and 
paying two dollars for the use 
of the Society, as in the case of 
Original members. 

Art. IV. ‘he Society shal! 
meet annually at Boston, on Fri 
day next after the General Elec- 
tlon, at 9 o’clock, A. M. and at 
Other times as duly notified. 
The meetings of the Society, 
annual and special, shall be pub. 
liciy notified in two at least of 
the Boston newspapers, during 
two weeks immediately preced- 
ing the days on which they are 
to be held. At each annual 
meeting a Sermon or Address 
shall be delivered betore the 
Society, by some person clected 
for the purpose. The number 
of members shall not be less 
than ¢hirty to constitute a quo- 
rum for the election of officers 
and members; and not less than 
twenty-one for other business. 

Arr. V. The officers of the 
Society shall be a President, 
three Vice-Presidents, a Corres- 
ponding Secretary, a Recording 
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Secretary, a Treasurer, and 
eight Counsellors,—to be chose 
en at each annual meeting, and 
iO contiriue in office until others 
are elected. These officers shall 
constitute a Board of Counsel. 
Art VI. It shall be the du- 
ty of the President to appoint 
the place of holding the annual 
meeting of the Society, and also 
to call special meetings on the 
request of a majority of the ofh- 
cers of the Society or any ten 
members thereoi; and if the 
President be absent from Bos- 
ton, any one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents shall have authority to ap- 
point any meeting as aforesaid, 
and to direct the Secretary to 
notify the same. The Corres- 
ponding Secretary shall hold 
such correspondencies as the 
purposes of the Society may re- 
quire, subject to the direction 
of the Board of Counsel. The 
Recording Secretarv shall duly 
notify ail ‘he meetings, und keep 
a fair record of the doings of the 
Society, and of the Board of 
Counsel. The Llreasurer shail 
keep the monies and the ac- 
couLis of the Socicty, subject 
to the direction and superiuten- 
dance of the Board of Counsel. 
Art. Vil, It shall be the 
duty vf the Board of Counsel to 
actas tne Executive of the So- 
Clety; to make communications 
to the auxiliary societies, and to 
receive communications from 
them; to collect, combine, and 
digest facts, and general intor- 
mation relating to the purposes 
of the Society; to devise ways 


and means for the furtherane, 
of these purposes; to apply the 
funds agreeably to the Society’, 
directions; and at each annngl 
meeting to report to the Societ 
their doings, a digest of the 
facts and general information 
which they may have collected, 
and such measures as they may 
judge suitable for the Society to 
adopt and pursue. They shall 
hold stated quarterly meetings, 

ArT. VIII. Each member of 
this Society shall make it an ob. 
ject to discountenance and pre. 
vent, as far as may be, by his 
own example and influence, ey. 
ery kind of vice and immorality, 

Art. IX. Ail Clergymen in 
this Commonwealth are consid. 
ered as members on their giy- 
ing notice of their desire of be- 
coming such, or subscribing the 
constitution, and they are ex. 
empted from the payment of 
two doliars as above provided 
respecting other members. 

Arr. X. The constitution 
shail not be altered except at an 
anual meeting, and by two thirds 
of the members present. 

After the Constitution had been 
formed, & committee was appointed 
to wait on his Excellency the Gov. 
ernor, and requesi him to accept the 
otice of President of the Society. 
thes request was declined by his Ex- 
celiency, on account of the 
his station, thongh he expressed to 
the committee his approbation uf tie 
design, and his wish to become 4 
member. 

After hearing the report of this 
commMiitee, the society proceeded 10 
the election of officers, when the iol 
lowing gentlemen were clusen, viZ. 


Hon. Samuet Dexter, Esq. of Boston, President. 
Hon. Joun Brooks, Esq. of Medford, 


Dr. Joun Warren, of Boston, and 
Hon. Benjamin Pickaman, Jun. Esq. of Salem, 


Ve. Presidents 
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Kev: 
Mey. JOSHUA 
SAMUEL 


Joun IT. KirKLAND, 


Rev. 
jRev 
)Rev. 
Hon. 


Joun PrEeRcE, of Brookline, 


The Society passed a vote, direct- 
ing public notice to be given, that all 
persons who wish to join this Socie- 
ty are requested to leave their names 
with either of the Secretaries; and 
such persons will be considered as 


BURNING OF THE BAPTIST MIS- 
SION PRINTING OFFICE, IN IN- 
DIA, 





Tue Christian public in this coun- 
try have felt a great anxiety to hear 
ihe particulars of the afflictive event, 
which took place in the conflagration 
of the Baptist Mission Printing Of- 
fee at Serampore, on the 1lith of 
March last. ‘The following is a let- 
ter from the Rev. Dr. Marshman to 
the Rev. Dr. Ryland of Bristol, dated 
March 12, and received Sept. 9, 





1812. 
“TI closed a letter to you on the 
10th, and now writeanew. Another 
‘cafor the ways of Providence has 
been since unfolded, which will fill 
you both with sorrow and gratitude, 
and call for the exercise of faith in 
Him Whose word, firm as the pillars 
- beaven, has declared, ‘All things 
shall work together for the good of 
tem that love God.” 

“Last night, about six as Si 
ig gut, aet six, I was sit- 
écitaeinal study musing over the 
nor yeh God, who had that day 
aman omit infant son; and, 
“alee _ me far more,) three 
ceed EN. dear brother Ward’s 

id daughter, about six years old, 


Burning of the Baptist Mission Printing-Office. 


SamuEL WokcesTER, D. D. 


NaTuan Dang, Esq. of Beverly, 

‘Hon. TrmoTHY BicxLow, Esq. of Medford, 
| RicHARD SULLIVAN, Esq. of Boston, and | 
| JeREMIAH Evarts, Esq. of Charlestown, a 


4AQt 


Apret Assort, of Beverly, Cor. Secretary. 
HuntinctTon, of Boston, Rec. Secretary. 
H. Wa. ey, Esq. of Boston, Zreasurer. 


Roy, Joun Larurop, D. D. ef Boston, 
D. D. LL. D. of Cambridge, | 


—_ 


of Salem, 


Counsé?- 
lors. 





original members, when admitted at 
the next annual meeting, which will 
be held on the Friday after the gene- 
ralelection. Clergymen can at any 
time subscribe the Constitution by 
calling onthe Recording Secretary. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


in a putrid sore throat. While re- 
flecting on these providences, some 
one exclaimed, ‘The printing-office 
is on fire!’ 1 ran instantly thither, 
and beheld, atthe lower end of the 
office, which is a room 200 feet long, 
a stage containing 700 reams of 


English paper, sent out to print 
the Tamul and Cingalese New 
Testament, enveloped in flames. 


Every door and window but one was 
fastened by a large fiat bar of iron 
which went across it, and was secu- 
red by a bolt on the imside. In five 
minutes, the room was so filled with 
smoke that a candle would not live. 
Finding it impossible to open the 
windows, or for any one io go in 
without danger of instant death, we 
fastened that door again, tn the hope 
of smothering the flame, and, 4s- 
cending the roof, pierced it over the 
fire; and by incessantly pouring down 
water, so kept it under for three 
hours, that nothing but that paper 
appeared to have kindled, and there 
the flame was greatly abated. The 
alarm which we gave brought all the 
Europeans around us to our assist- 
ance, besides our native servants, so 
that we had all the assistance we 
could desire. While, however, the 
flames were got under th I look- 
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ed in, and suddenly saw a flame 
spread about twenty feet higher up. 
The smoke and steam increased so 
as to render if death to get three 
feet within the wall. Ina few min- 
utes the flames spread in every di- 


rection, and took away all hope of 


saving any thing from thence, and 
tilled us with terror for Mrs. Mavrsh- 
man’s school, about 30 feet to the 
north west; a bed-room for the boys, 
about 16 feet full north, which com. 
municated with brother Carey’s; aud 
the hall, library, and museum with- 
in 12 feet of it to the north-east. 
The wind, however, fell, and it burn. 
ed as straight upward asa fire ina 
hearth, and communicated to nothing 
beside. It remained burning for six 
hours, and consumed the beams, five 
feet in circumference, the roof, the 
windows, and every thing but the 
walls. Happily no lives were lost, 
nor a bone broken. The loss we can. 
not at present estimate. It has con- 
sumed all but the 6 presses, which 
we rejoiced were saved being in a 
side room. 
English paper are consumed, worth 
at least £5000. Founts of types in 
14 languages besides English; name- 
ly, Nagree (two founts, large and 
small) Bengalee, (two founts) Oris- 
sa, Mabhratta, Seek, Burman, Telin- 
ga, Tamul, Cingalese, Cliinese, Per- 
sian, Arabic, Hebrew and Greek, 
were burnt; besides founts of Eng- 
lish for carrying on ten works, which 
we have now in the press; and the 
Cases, stones, brass-rules,  iron- 
chases,* correspondent with all these. 
We have not types left for the circu- 
lar letter, nor even to print a state- 
ment of the loss. The editions of 
the New Testament which are stop- 
ped, are nine; viz. the Hindostanee, 
Persian, and Tamul, printing under 
the patronage of the Auxiliary Bible 
Society, and the Hindee (second edi- 
tion,) Telinga, Seek, Burman, Sung- 
skrit (second edition,) and Chinese. 
The editions of the Old Testament 
are five; the Sungskrit, Bengalee, 


* We should suppose the iron-chases 
would not be materiality injured; they 
are the iron frames, in which the types 
are held fast during the operation of 
printing. Ed. Pans 


Two thousand reams of 


Fry, 


(second edition) Orissa, Mahratts 
and Hindee. Among the English 
works suspended till we get tn 
lrem you, are the Sungskrit gram. 
mar,(second edition, ) brother Ward's 
work on the Manners of the Hindoos, 
(sccond edition,) Cenfticius, (secon, 
eiition,) the Dissertation on the 
Chinese,f (gecond edition, ) enlarged 
to more than 200 pages, a Bengalee 
dictionary, and a Telinga grammar, 
both by brother Carey. The loss 
cannot be less than £12,000 step. 
ling, and all our labors are at once 
stopped. 

‘Yet, amidst all, mercy evident: 
shines. I trembled for dear brother 
Ward, (as our sisters did for us both,) 
lest the roof should have fallen in 
with him, or lest be should have en. 
tered too far, and at once extinguis! 
the spark of lite. But we were ali 
preserved, bicssed be God. The 
Hames touched nothing besides; they 
might have consumed every thing, 
The presses are preserved, and hap. 
pily the matrices¢ of all the foun:s 
of types were deposited in another 
place; had they been burnt it would 
have been years before tliey could 
have been repiaced. We can new, 
however, begin casting ty pes to-mor- 
row, if we can find money; country 
peper can be substituted for Engtish; 
and thus two or three months will 
put the versions of the Scriptures in 
motion again. But for English 
[types] we shall be distressed tl 
you send us a supply; we know net 
even how to send you a circular let- 
ter. I am writing this at Calcutta, 
to go by the packet this evening, 
whither am come to inform brother 
Carey, and therefore cannot tell you 
wiiat types, nor hew many. They 
must, however, be of all the sizes 
from the text of Confucius to the 
minion§ in the circular letter; 5° 
Italic, and every printing utensi 
accompanying. Perhaps some friend 


. 


{| This work is 5y Dr. Marshmai 
himself. Ed. Pan. 
$ The matrices are the moulis in 
which types are cast, and are of incom: 
parably more importance tar the 
: y VES. 
Jounts of types themsetve nis vas 


§ A small type. 
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‘) London, in the printing line, can 
tel] what goes to complete a printing. 
ofice wiih Englishtypes. You must 
_iso send a fount of Greek and He- 
\rew. I am distressed to think 
where vou will find money; but send, 
youincur a debt; the silver and the 
gold are the Lord’s, The Christian 
sympathy of our friends almost over- 
whelmsme Mr. Brown was confined 
hy illness; but Mr. Bird, his son-in- 
jaw, exerted himself for us in the most 
strenuous manner. I fear it affects Mr- 
Brown's mind even More than myown; 
he sent olf an express at midnight to 
acquaint. Mr. Harrington, who is 
deeply affected. Poor Mr. Thomason 
wept like a child to-day on hearing 
of it. He begs us to neke out a mi- 
nute statement of our loss, and he 
says he will use all his interest on 
our behalf. We shail write again to- 
morrow, How it arose we know not. 
Brother Ward and others think it 
must have been done by design; and 
that some idolater among our ser- 
vants, turning pale with envy at the 
sight of the Bible printing in so ma- 
ny languages, contrived this mode of 
stopping the work. This, however, 
is Mere conjecture. Be strong inthe 
Lord, my dear brother: He will nev- 
er forsake the work of his own hands. 

“P. S. One thing will enable us to 
so to work the sooner: the keys of a 
building larger than the printing- 
office, which we had let for years as 
a warehouse, were given up to us on 
Saturday last. Thus we have a place 
to resume our labors the moment 
types are cast.’? 


MERRIMAC BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Managers of this Society have 
made a report for the year 1812, 
oy which it appears, that there 
was received during the year, in col- 
lections, the sum of $219,65 
lnterest of permanent fund 52,50 


272,15 
The Committee have purchased 


5: ° . 
«\0 Bibles and 70 Testaments during 


the year. There has lately been 2 
great increase of applications to the 
Society for the word of life, upwards 
of one hundred persons in Ne wbury- 
port and the vicinity having applied 
in the course of a few days. 

The report is closed by a very suit- 
able address, which we should be 
glad to copy into our pages would 
our limits permit. 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLA- 
TIONS. 


Orvainep, at Bath, (Maine,) on 
the 4th of Nov. last, the Rev. Joun 
W. Etxtincwoop, pastor of the 
North Church and Society in that 
town. Sermon by the Rev. Profes- 
sor Woods. 

At Killingly, (Con.) the Rev. Ros- 
WELL Wu1tTcomB,over the first Con- 
gregational society in that town. 

At Tolland (Con.) the Rev. ANSEL 
Nasu, colleague pastor with the 
Rev. Dr. Williams. Sermon by the 
Kev. Mr Lord of Williamsburg, 
( Mass.) from Gal. ii, 9. 

At Chatham, (Con.) the Rev. Eser 
L. CLark, pastor of the first church 
and society in that town. Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Ebenezer Jennings 
of Dalton, ( Mass.) from Acts x, 26. 

At Marlborough, ( Mass.) the Rev. 
Wi..1aM T. Torrey, over the con- 
gregation and church at Canandai- 
gua, (N. Y.) Sermon by the Rev. 
Professor Ware. 

At Ellsworth, (Maine,) the Rev. 
PETER NuRSE. 

At Uiica, (N. Y.) on the 4th inst. 
the Rev. Henry Dwicur. 


Installed, at Amenia, (N. Y.) the 
Rev. Ett Hype. Sermon by the 
Rey. D. L. Perry of Sharon, (Con.) 
from Ezek. iii, 17. 

At Sandwich, (Mass.} on the 17h 
inst. the Rev. Jona THAN Burr, pas- 
tor of the FirstCongregational church 
of Christ in that place, over the Cal- 
vinistic Congregational Society late- 
ly formed and asseciated with that 
church. 
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DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS, 22. 





L 
ag 
Jan. 28,1813) The avails of a contribution in Portland, Rr 
after the sermon at the annual meeting of the Foreign Frot 
Mission Society in that place, by Mr. Levi Cutter, br 
Treasurer, (for the translations, ) . 2 - - ° S75.4) 97. 
rom individuals i in Plainfield, em) by Dea. James Fro 
Richards, - : - - - ° - 3.00 tl 
30. From the Foreign Mission Society of New Haven Fro 
and the Vicinity, by Mr. Timothy Dwight, jun, Treas- ( 
urer, VIZ. Fro 
for the support of missious - - - 140,77 Fro 
for the translations, - - - - - 27,00 E 
avails of a contribution in the First Ecclesiastical Fro 
Society in New Haven, in Oct. last, - : - 65,40 S 
avails ofa contributien in the United Society, in Fre 
New Haven, at the same time. - - ° : 51,08 ——9225,95 hb 
Feb.1. Fromthe Foreign Mission Society of Brunswick 
and l'‘opsham, by Jacob Abbot, Esq. Treasurer, + - 72,00 
—————from Mrs. Mary Means of Amherst, im. H. ) by 
the same hands, - 2.50 ' 
from Miss Mary Ann Means of Amberst, (#. H.) bu 
by the same hands; : - 5,00——-.79, 50 M 
From Mrs. Mindwell Tracy of Norwich, (Mass ) by M 
the Rev. Dr. L\ man, - 2,00 I. 
from a female Cent Society in Ware, remitt ed to’ 
Dr. Lyman by the Rev. Sunuel Ware, - - - 15,77 
from an Auxiliary For eign Mission Society in i 
Ware, by the same hands, - - - . +, 00--——41,7 a 
Froma friend of missions in Royalton, ° : 00 ar 
From Mr. George Talburd, (of Athol ») ane his famity, T 
by the Rev. Joseph Lee, : - . - 10,99 >i 
9. From Jabez Huntington, Esq. ry Maewiok, (Conn. ) i 
by Gen, Huntington,(towards repairing the pega r 
loss >) ° ° ° . - ° ° - . - 50,00 
18. From the Merrimac Branch of the Foreign Mis: ” 
sionary Society, by Mr. Richard Barilet, Treasurer, - . 150,00 D 
19. From the Foreign Mission Society in Salem and the i 
Vicinity by Mr. John Jenks, Treasurer,* viz. I 
towards making up the Serampore loss, 180,51 
for the general use of the Board, ~ = = 148, 05-—— 528,58 
Curried forward S1,057,50 t 
* The particulars of these sums are as follows, viz. 
Balance remaining in the Treasury at the close of 1812, 34,30 
Annual subscriptions paid before Feb. 13, 1313, : : 115 75 —148, 05 : 
Avaiis of a aaa _ 6, to make up the Serampore | 
loss, : - - - - e - 155,06 
Donations from a friend for do. . - - 3,00 
Do froma femai fe friend, - - - . 8,00 
Do. do. do. : . - - - 1,00 
Do, do. ° - . e si 1,00 
Do. froma Society of young females, - - . 2,14 
Do. froma poor female, - : : - 25 180,51 
De. from a female friend of translations, - - 10,00—" sil 
$328, 99 
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Brought forward $1,057,50 


9, A contribution from the Congregational Society in 


~ Lenox by the Rev. Dr. Morse, - - ° - 36,60 
95, New Year Off>rings from a ies in Beverly, by the 

Rev. Mr. Emerson, - - © 78,30 
From ladies in =m (Mass ) by Mrs, Eunice Kings 

bury. : - * . - : 6,59 


97. Remitted by Mr. Sones Hudson of Hartford, Viz. 
Krom the Rev. Thomas Robbins of East Windsor, (for 

the translations, } - - : e . : 5,00 
From a Female Cent Society in Durham, Greene county, 

(N. Y-) (for the translations, ) ° ° = . - 50,51 





Fro: na friend to the easiern mission, - - ~ - 5,00 
From Farmington Female Benevolent ates by the 
Hon John Treadwell, - - - - 10,00 
From a friend to Foreign Missions, Rast Windsor, by the 
same hands, ° ° . - - 5,00 
From Capt. Joseph Dutton, Farmington, by the same 
hands, - ° . - - - - - 1,00--———76, 513 
$1,255,50 


* The p part culars of this sum are as Jari, vz. Prom Mrs. Eunice Ki ings: 
eury, 82. Widow Boyden ,52. Widow Baker 552. Moss Patience Alien und 
Miss Martha Alien. 81 Wi low Bares and Mire. Catherine Allen Si. Mrs. 
Mriam Kingsbury and Mrs. Mary Fales $1. Mrs. Sarah Messinger ,55. 


a Total 36,99. 


At a late meeting of the Prudential Committee of the Board of Commis- 
ioners, the ‘reasurer was directed to remit to India, 4s soon as conve- 
nent, a year’s salary to the American m.iss‘onames under their direction; 
andto remit likewise all the donwtions to make up the loss at Serampore, 
The public are respe etfully informe ed, that the remittance for this lutter 
Dury se will be made as soon as nx ssibie af er the first of Apei. All dona. 
tons received betore that time will of course be iciuded, The remittance 
for the former purpose is already on its way 

The following di MAlONsS are a knowleged as having been received to 
make up the luss of tue Eng ish Bibles descmbed im the Panoplist for Novy. 
Pp. 2:2 viz. 

Dc.17 From the Rev. Danicl Huntington of Bridge water, $5 00 
- : : 5 OV 


bene 
from an unknown person, - 
are entirely uaniontieal with dona- 


Though donations for this purpose 
ions for Fore rn Miss ONS, Ve! the ‘Treasurer will ree SClve, and rem to the 
J reasurer ofthe Br.tish and Foreign bie Societs ‘ any montes which shall 


>entrusted to him to re imburse th: it Suciety for the loss alluded to. 


LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLI- 
GENCE. 


following plan: I. To abridge Watts’s 

Psalms and Hymns; 1. by omitting 
SaAMvEL T. ARMSTRONG proposes entire parts of Psalms, and stanzas 
to publish a work entiiled Cuxis- of parts retained, when the same 
TIAN Psatmopy, compiled by the matter is contained in other parts and 
Rev. Dr. Worcester of S: Jem, onthe stanzas, and the portions omitted are 


WORKS PROPOSED AND IN PRESS. 
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not necessary on the score of variety; 
2. by omitting entire Aymns and 
stanzas of hymns retained, having 
regard, in the omissions, to poetical 
merit, and td variety in subject and 
metre II. To preserve Watts’s nu- 
merical designations of Psalms and 
Hymns, parts and stanzas, so that 
a portion given out from this book 
may be readily found in the books 
in common uses III. To adda Sup- 
plement, or Fourth Book of Hymns, 
to consist of about two hundred, se- 
lected from various authors and in- 
tended to supply the deficiencies of 
Watts, and to enricli our public 
Psalmody. IV. To improve the in- 
dex both ofthe Psalms and Hymns, 
and to give acomplete index of the 
scriptural texts on which Hymns are 
founded. V. To give a selection of 
Tunes, from 70 to 100; the tunes to 
be of the style, generaliy, of the Mid: 
dlesex Collection, and suited to the 
various metres. Vi. To refer each 
Psalm and Hymn to one tune, or 
more, adapted to it. The book will 
be in octavo, on paper of different 
qualitics, and in different binding; 
copies of a very good quality not to 
exceed a dollar each. There will 
be some copies without the tunes; 
some of the hymns and tunes only; 
and some of the hymns and tunes 
separa'ely. 

Samuel Etheridge, jun. has in 
press, and will speedily publish the 
2nd. volume of Calmet’s Dictionary 
ofthe Bible. This work is power- 
fully recommended to the patronage 
of the clergy and others, as suited to 
elucidate the Scriptures, and as a 
very valuable addition to a clergy- 
man’s library. For the contents, ihe 
reader is referred to the title-page 
which is given below, under the 
head of New Works. 

Nathaniel Willis proposes to pub. 
lish by subscription a Series of Lec- 
tures, (twelve in number,) preached 
in Park Street Church, Boston, by 
the Rev. Dr. Griffin, on the following 
subjects; viz. I and IJ. Total de- 
pravity. III. Mankind by nature with- 
out holiness, notwithstanding the nat- 
ural affections and instincts 1V. Ev- 
ery man either loves God supremely, 
or is his enemy. V. Regeneration not 
progressive. VI. Regeneration the 


effect of supernatural power. Vy] 
and VIII, The means of grace, jy 
Election. X. The plea of ing): 
considered. XI. The Perseverance 
of the saints. Xil The S\ Stem 
confirmed and applied. The “work 
to contain $50 pages 8vo., and the 
price to subscribers to be $1 4 
bound, and 1.25 in boards. Subserip. 
lion papers to be returned by the 
first of May next. 

Samuel T. Armstrong, proposes ty 
publish a volume of Occasiona/ Sets 
mons, by Nathanael Emmons, D, p, 
to make about 500 pages 8vo, This 
will be a third volume and comprise 
sermons heretofore printed sepur. 
ately.and will be printed to match the 
volume of Original Serinons lately 
issued from the same press. 

Samuel T, Armstrong has in the 
press a Compendious History of the 
Principal Protestant Missiens to the 
Heathen; selected and compiled from 
the best authorities. By Eleazer 
Lord. 


NEW WORKS, 


Tue pernicious effects of intemper- 
ance in the use of ardent spirits, and 
the remedy for that evil; a Sermon 
delivered at the opening of the Pres- 
bytery of Long Island, at Auque- 
bogue, Nov. 5, 1811. By Nathaniel 
S. Prime, Published by request. 
Brooklyn, (N. Y.) Alden Spooner. 
1812. 

Advice and Exhortation addressed 
to the people of the Second Presbyte- 
rian Congregation in Philadelphia, on 
resigning the pastoral charge of that 
congregation, By Ashbel Green, D.D. 
Philadeiphia, T. & W. Bradford, 
1812, 

A sermon delivered in the north 
meeting house in Bridgewater, May 
12,1812, at the funeral of Mr. Alpheus 
Packard, who died at Cohasset, May 
10, being the day appointed for his 
marriage. By Daniel Huntington. 
Published at the request of the mourn: 
ers. Boston; £. T Armstrong. 

A Sermon, delivered Nov. 3, 181%, 
at the funeral of Madam Phebe Ph! 
lips, relict of his Honor Samuel Phil- 
lips of Andover, by the Rev. El:ph 
let Pearson, LL. D. Published # 


181. 
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the request of the family. Boston; 
samuel ‘i’. Armstrong. 1812. 

A Discourse delivered on the day 
of National Humiliation and Prayer, 
August 2U, 1812, by John Cieaveland, 
A. M. pasior of the North Church in 
Wrentham. Boston; Samuel T. Arm- 
strong. 1812. 

Report of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign missions; 
compiled from documents laid before 
the Board, at the third annual meet- 
ing, which was held at Hartford, 
September 16, 1812; to which is 
aided an Address to the Christian 
Public on the subject of Foreign mis- 
sions. Published by direction of the 
Board. Boston; Samuel T. Arm. 
strong. 1312. 

An Apology for the friends of 
peace, in two discourses delivered 
Aug. 20, 1812, being the day appoint- 
ed for fasting and prayer throughout 
the United States, on account of the 
war with Great Britain. By John 
Smith, pastor of the church in Saiem, 
(N H.) Published by request of 
the hearers. Haverhill, (Mass.) W. 
8. and H.G, Allen. 8vo. pp. 23. 

Gou’s visitation of sinful nations; 
iwo sermons delivered in Colrain, on 
the public fast, July 23, and after- 
wards in Shelburne, Aug. 20, 1812, 
By Samuel Taggart, A. M. Pastor of 
the Presbyterian church in Colrain, 
Published by request. Greenfield; 
Denio and Phelps. pp. 74- 

The Holy Scriptures the only in- 
struction to the Christian preacher. 
Concia ad Clerum. A sermon delivered 
in the chapel of Yale College, and ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Clergy on Com- 
mencement evening, Sept. 9, 1512. 
By Jonathan Miller, A. M. Pastor of 
the church in Burlington, (Conn ) 
Published at the request of the Cler- 
g). New Haven; Howe and Defo- 
fest. pp. 23. 

_The Juvenile Instructor, or natur- 
a grammar and reader: comprising 
a piain and easy analysis of the Eng- 
lish language; with miscellaneous 
exemplifications for reading and pars- 
lis in prose and verse, adapted to the 
understanding of the learners, who 
Have made some progress in spelling 
ind reading. By A. Picket. New- 
York: Smith and Forman. 1812. pp. 
#90, 12mo. 


The grand era of ruin te nations 
from foreign influence; a Discourse 
delivered before the Congregational 
society in Berkley, Nov. 26, 1812. 
By Yhomas Andros, A M. Boston; 
S. T. Armstrong. 1812. 

A short Bliblicai Catechism, con. 
taining questions historical, doctrinal, 
practical, and experimental: design- 
ed to promote an intimate acquain- 
tance with the sacred volume. By 
Hervey Wilbur, A. M. Second edi- 
tion with the Assembly’s Catechism. 
Exeter; C. Norris and Co. i812. pp, 
48. 

A sermon preached Nov. 26, 1812, 
the day of public Thanksgiving in 
Massachusetts. By Daniel Dana, A. 
M, pasior of the first Presbyterian 
church in Newburyport. Published 
by request. Newburyport; E. W. 
Allen. 1°15. 

Poems by William Maxwell, Esq. 
Philadelphia; William Fry. 1812. 
18mo. pp. 144. 

Calmet’s Great Dictionary of the 
Holy Bible, historical, critical, geo- 
graphical, and etymological, wherein 
are explained all the proper names in 
the Old and New Testament, of men, 
women, Cilies,countries,rivers, moun- 
tains, &c, also most of the significant 
and remarkable appeliatives, with ac- 
counts of the nacural productions, 
animals, vegetables, minerals, stones, 
gems, &Ke. the antiquities, habits, 
buildings, and other curiosities of the 
Jews, with an ample chronological 
table of the history of the Bible, Jew- 
ish calendar, tables of the Hebrew 
coins, weights, and measures, reduc- 
ed to our own, &c. &e. Revised, 
corrected, and augmented, with an 
entirely new set of plates explanato- 
ry, illustrative, and ornamental, une 
der the direction of C. Taylor. In 
four volumes. vol. I. Subscription 
price 9 dolls. a vol. Charlestown; 
Samuel Etheridge, jun. 1812. 

An Address to the Charlestown 
Branch of the Washington Benevo- 
lent Society of Massachusetts, on the 
S2d of Feb. 1813. By Josiah Bart 
lett, M. D. Charlestown; S. Ether- 
idge, jun. 


Sacred Geography,or a Gazetteer ot 


the Bible. Containing, in alphabeti- 
cal order, a geographical description 
of all the Countries, Kingdoms, Na- 


" 
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tions and Tribes of men, with all 
the Viilages, Towns, Cities, Provine 
ces, Hiils, Mountains, Rivers, Lakes, 
Seis, and Islands, mentioned in the 
Sacred Scrip ures, or Apocrypha, in- 
cluding an Account ofthe Keligion, 
Government, Population, Fulfilment 
of Prophecies, and present condition 
of the most important places- By 
E' jah Parish, 0. D. minister of Py- 
field. Boston Samuel IT. Armstrong, 
Ls13- pp 528. 

A Sermun occasioned by the pres- 
ent religious aiten..on on Wililams 
College preached May 12. 1512 at 
the desire of the Junior Ciass, as a 
subst:vute for ther expecied public 
exhibition and published at their re 
quest. By Chester Dewey, A. M. 
Professor of Miatiematics aid Nat- 
ural Miutosopiy in Willams College. 
Stockbridge, H. Willard, 1 12. pp. 
24. 8vo. 

bie New Siatess or a compar.son 
ofthe wealth strenz:h, and popula- 
tion OF ine Northern and Southern 
Stauies; as aiso of iheir respect:ve 
powers in Congress, with a view to 
€Xpvuse be mu: oj erecting new 


Stextesat the south. By siassachu 
se Boston; J. Belcher. 1813. pp. 
rol 

36. 8vo. 


Hymns for Family Worship with 
Prayers tor every day m the weck, 
selected from various authors. By 
Joim Codiman, A. M, Pastor of tie 
second church in idorchester. Gos 
ton; svmuel T. Armsirong. 1815. 

The Journal of the sated preach- 
ertothe Hospital and A’mshouse, 
in the city of Ne York, ior the 
year of our Lord 1811.) New York; 
Whiting and Watson. 1522. 


NEW EDITIONS. 


Santo Sebastiano; or, the Yourg 
Protector. By the author of ‘the 
Romance of the Pyreiuces”  inthree 
vols. 12mo. Philadelphia; Matthew 
Carey. 1815. 

Traits of Nature By Miss Bur- 
ney. In two vols. l2mo. Philacel- 
pbia; M. Carey 13312. 

Discourses and Dissertations on 
the scriptural doctrines of Atone- 
ment-and Sacrifice; and on the prin- 
cipa arguments advanced, and the 


mode of reasoning employed, by tp. 
opponents of those doctrines, as helj 
by the Established Church: with a, 
Appendix, containing some stric. 
tures on Mr. Beisham’s account ¢f 
the Unitarian scheme, in his review 
of Mr. Wilberforce’s Treatise. p 
William Magee, D.D. Senior Felloy 
of Trinity College, and Professor of 
Mathematics in the University gf 
Dublin, First American from the 
third and dast London edition. Ney 
York; James Eastburn. 1813, 

The Traveller; or Mediiations op 
various subjects, written on board of 
aman of war. To which is added, 
converse with the world unseen. By 
James Meikie,; late surgeon at Cari: 
wath. To which is prefixed the life 
ofthe author. First American edi: 
tion. New York; S. Dodge. 1311. 


THE SEASON, 


The last spring and summer are 
often spoken of as having been colder 
than any spring ang summer within 
the memory of man. — Persons of 
eighty and ninety years of age have 
expressed this opinion, Beside the 
coidness, the summer was rendered 
unpleasant by long continued rains 
and violent siorms. i he effect was, 
that the crops throughout New Eng. 
Innd all suffered esther im ther 
growth, or their ingathering. The 
crop of Indian corn particularly, on 
wich great reliance is always placed, 
has utierly failed in| many extensive 
districts; and it is thought that 
soniewhat less than half a usual crop 
has been produced, on an average, 
throughoutthe Northern and Kastern 
States. Ihis failure presses wil 
peculiar severity on the } istrict 0 
Maine, where it is seriously feace 
that a seareity, approaching to 4 
famine, will be experienced before 
the next harvest. It is des rave 
that this frown of Divine Providence 
should be duly noticed by all classes 
of persons; and especially, tia’ 
while multitudes of our country mci 
are suffering for want of the comturs 
ard necessaries of hfe, the bountles 
of Providence should not be waste 
in expensive amusements and sensi 
picasures. 
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SPOTTED FEVER. 

The following is an extract from a 
jetter written by an intelligent gen- 
tleman in Vermont, to his friend in 
Boston, dated the 26h instant. 

‘Jt is very sickly in this part of the 
country. More persons have died in 
this state within four months, than 
were ever taken off before in one 
year since its first settlement. The 
disorder most prevalent is what is 
called the spotted fever. In some 
towns ten persons have died within 
the term of thirty-six hours. Its rav 
aves have begun in this town The 
sword of the destroying angel isu - 
sheathed, and when He, whose pa- 
yilion is ‘n the clouds, and wio rules 
over the nations, will order it to be 
returned mito its scabbard;—or who 
will ivst be pierced b, 1, 1 Know not. 
We are ali in fis hands, and it ts our 
duty to be humbie under the dispen- 
gations of his Providence, and rely on 
him fur blessings here «nd hereafter, 
through the merits of a glorious Re- 
deemer.” 


FUEL SOCIETY. 


A Society with the above designa- 
tion Was formed in Boston early in 
December fur the purpose of pur- 
chasing fuel and distributing it 
among the meritorious poor. The 
illowing gentlemen have been chose 
n officers of the Society: 


SEORGE SULLIVAN, Esq. Pres. 
VEORGE RLANCHARD, Esq. Treas. 
Mr. Davin Francis, Secretary. 
NATHAN Wesa, Esq. os 

P P. dncipal 
Nea Jamas LORING, -—, 

a's , frustees. 
Mr. THOMAS JACKSON. 


An assistant Trustee is also chos- 
‘lin each of the twelve wards. 
Applications are to be made by the 
por ta the assistant Trustees, 

We are happy to state that this 
Soc.ety is receiving very considera 
bic and very deserved patronage. 

i. +} 


t year constitutes membership. 
A Re . ry? r ’ 
Ave Three Thousand Dollars have 


B°ea received. 


FRAGMENT SOCIETY. 


A Sociery of females with the 
above designation was established in 
Boston about three months age, for 
the purpose of furnishing necessary 
articles of clothing to the suffering 
poor, in this time of unusual pover- 
ty and distress. A number of benev- 
olent and public spirited ladies have 
entered upon the business of the 
Society with great zeal and effect. 
They have received more than 1,504 
dollars in money beside some dona- 
tions in articles of clothing. The 
poor who apply for assistance are 
obliged to produce some testimonials 
to their character. The ladies who 
have been most active in visiting the 
poor to ascertain their wants and 
their claims have united in de- 
scribing their sufferings, as vastly 
greater than had previously been 
conceived of. They have distributed 
more than 2.50 arucles of clothing, 
principallly to poor women and their 
children. About 400 families have 
received ass:stance. 
The Oflicers of the Society are, 


Mrs. Mary Francis, Pres. 
Mrs.Mary W Cuap, V. Pres. 
Miss CoHarLorve Lane, Sec, 
Miss Bersy O. Lane, Treas. 
Nirs. Mary Bowers, > 
Mrs. ELriza REDMAN, 

Mrs. Puepe Hurp, 

Mrs. Mary Homer, 

Miss Mary PERRY, 

Miss Eviza T B. WINTHROP, 
Miss CaTHExINe M CopMan, 
Miss Harrier Moore, 

Miss Frances Fousom, i 


Me 
Assistants. 





The Society is at present compel- 
led to slacken its operations for want 
of funds. <Any articles suited to 
make clothing for the poor will be 
thankfully received, and may be sent 
to the President, Nu. 3. Suifolk- 
place, or to the Treasurer, No. » 
Middlecot Street, with or without a 
name. 
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436 Dr. Rush’s View of the Effects of Ardent Spirits. Fes. 


A VIEW OF THE PHYSICAL, MORAL, AND IMMORAL EFFECTS OF cpp. 
TAIN LIQUORS UPON THE BODY AND MIND OF MAN; AND UPON gj; 
CONDITiON IN SOCIETY. 


- 











Liguors, Upon his Body. Upon his Mind. Upon his conjj 
; tzon in society, 
Water. \ (Good appetite, } A peaceable dis- ( 
Milk and water. Health. | position. Reputation 
Molasses and] & | Sound sleep. | Serenity of mind, 
water. PSs An agreeable }Industry and < and 
Molasses beer] § complexion | Domestic happi- 
and and } =ness. Wealth. 

Small beer. y Long life. ) L 


5 








Cyder. | power in yo, 
system to re-}| Clieerfulness. 
Perry. sist the ex- | 
S |  tremes of heat | Good humor. 
Wine. =< and cold, pro- 
& vided they are | Generosity and 
Porter and taken in small | 
quantities, and | Social pleasures. 
Strong beer. chiefly with | 
meals. J 
> (Tremors in the) 
hands. 
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iSl3. Obituary. —Hymn. 431i 


OBITUARY. 


Prep, in Georgia, a free man of col- 
op named GeorGe Paumer, aged 
121; a native of Virginia. 

At Cincinnati, (Ohio,) the Rev. 
Jouy W. Browne, of that place, 
aged 5), a native of Honiton, (Eng.) 
He wes thrown from his horse into a 
stream which he was fording, and 
was drowned before he could be tak- 
enfrom the waier. Last winter and 
spring he visited New England, for 
the purpose of soliciting donations 
for the Miami University, and 
preached in many of our towns to 
crowded audiences. 

At Boston, on the 24th ult. the 
Hon. THEODORE SEpGwick, Esq. 
LL. D. one of the Justices of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court of Massachu- 
sets. He was on the circuit per- 
forming his official duties, and was 
taken ill soon after the November 
term of the court for Suffolk county 
had commenced. He was confined 
by a painful indisposition several 
weeks before his death. His age 
was 67, 

Judge Sedgwick had been employ- 
ed in various public offices during a 
great part of his life. He was fora 
long time a Representative in Con- 
gress, and for some time Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. For 
several years preceding his death, 
he sat on the bench of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of this Common- 
wealth, and discharged the duties of 
his office much to the satisfaction of 
the public. 

from Russian bills of mortality it 
appears that returns were made of 
the following instances of longevity, 
during the year 1809; viz. 

177 from @00 years to 105 


6 — 125 —— 130 
1 — 130 — 135 
1— 135 — 140 
1— 145 — = 150 
2— 155 — 160 


341 above 100 years old. 

The Russian bills of mortality are 
prepared with great exactness. 

At Morrisville, (Penn.} GEorce 
Cryer, Esq. President ofthe Phil- 
adelphia Bank and of the Pennsylva- 
nia Academy of fine arts. 

At Ken, (Con.) BarziuLatr 
Stosson, Esq. a very reepectable 
counsellor at law, and distinguished 
by his proficiency in Greek and Lat- 
in literature, 

At Limerick, (Maine,) the Rev. 
EpmMunp Eastman, aged 40, pas- 
tor of the church in that place, 
Dartmouth College 1793. 

At Mojaisk, in Russia, Gen. 
Count Lepex, of the Westphalian 
corps under Bonaparte, in conse- 
quence of wounds received in the 
great battle of Borodino, or Mojaisk, 

At the battle of Oct. 18, between 
the Russians under Kutusoff and the 
French under Murat, Gen. Prince 
PoNIATOWSKI, commander of the 
Polish troops under Bonaparte. 

At Tyngsborough, (Mass.) on the 
9th ult. the Rev. MatrruHew Scris- 
NER, aged 66, late pastor of the 
church in Westford. Yale College, 
1775. 

At Brookfield, (Mass ) Dr. THom- 
as Basbit, aged 51, an eminent 
physician, 

At New Orleans, Patrick RYAN, 
a U.S. soldier shot for desertion. 

At Huron, (Ohio,) Hon. Joun 
Starks Epwarps, Esq. member of 
Congress elect, eldest son of the 
Hon. Pierpont Edwards, Judge of 
the U.S. Dictrict Court for Connec- 
ticut. 


HY MN. 


86 — 1u5 —— Illv 

36 — 110 —— 115 

23 — 115 —— 150 
SB — 120 —— 125 
For the Panoplist. 


“There is nothing among all the ane 
ent fables, or later romances, that have 
tWo such extremes united in them, as the 
eteraal GOD becoming an infant of days; 


Ci 


the Possessor ofthe Palace of Heaven 
laid to sleep in a manger; &e.”* Such 
was the judgment of the pious and vener- 
able Watts on the event, which is the 


*Pref. Lyr. Pe. 
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subject of the following hymn. Whether 
that event be highly sublime or not, it is, 
to man surely, one of the deepest inter- 
est; and, if the following production, com- 
posed principdily in a season of bodily 
weakness and infirmity, shall excite, in 
any individual, a suitable feeling of that 
interest, the author will consider his ob- 
ject fully attained and his labor amply re- 
paid. O. F. 


THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST. 
Luke, ii. 8, &e. 


L. 
‘No war or battle-sound 
Was heard the world around,’ 
No hostile chiefs to furious combat ran; 
‘But peaceful was the sight, 
In which the Prince of Light 
His reign ofpeace upon the earth began.’+ 


II. 
O’er Judah's favored plains 
A solemn silence reigns; 
No voice of mirth or woe the shepherds 
hear; 
Set. was the orb of day; 
The world in darkness lay; 
No thouglrts employed them but their 
fleecy care. 


Il. 

When lo! a heavenly light 

Floods the dark vault of night; 
Celestia! anthems fill the illumined skies; 

A seraph form is seen 

Shining in awful mien, 
And calms their bosoms, trembling with 

surprise. 


IV. 
*““No message dire of woe 
Brings me to realms below; 
heome. the herald of good will to men. 
Ye shepherds quell your téars; 


{The first stanza is chieflu extracted 
from Milton’s bewutiful Hymn on the \ua- 
Mvity. 


Jesus on earth appears, 
To lead your rebel-race to life again,” 
Vv 


‘‘Jesus, by heaven adored, 
The Savior Christ the Lord, 
1o day (O, miracle of grace!) is born, 
No cities, famed or great, 
No palaces of state, 
Welcome your heavenly Visitant {oy. 
lorn.” 


VI. 
“In humble Beth!chem lies 
The Darling: of the skies, 
suffering Outcast made from man’s 
abode. 
There may your eyes survey, 
Swaddled in coarse array, 
(O, condescending love!) the incarnate 
God.”’ 


VII. 

The Seraph ceased the song -- 
Forthwith in shining throng, 
Squadrons of angels crowd the starry 

way 
In one exalted strain, 
Join all the glorious train, 
And high devotion to the Infant pay. 


Vill. 
“Glory to God who reigns, 
Adored in loft» strains, 
And, crowned with glory, in the highest 
heaven! 
He leaves that world of joy! 
Mortals his though s employ! 
Peace, by his wendrous grace, to earth 


is given!” 


IX. 
Divine Immanuel, 
Savior from sin and hell, 
Ve bless the wonde s of thy matchless 
love! 
O, may thy boundless grace, 
That tock our lowly place, 
Raise us furever to thy courts above! 


+ Davies. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Review, under the signature of Berk, !!as been received; but the im 


sertion of it would not comport with rules which we have presc 


ourselves, 


ribed t9 


Two other communications by the same hand are under consideration. 
A Hymn by PHILOMATHES Is too trite. 


TO AGENTS AND PATRONS. 


oF? £ ; ; + € } > (ra ? ons 
Fue publisher of the Panoplist earmestiy requests aii (Ne agents and patr 


ef the work to make return of the number of copes ot , sas 
which they will be responsible by the first dav of May next. [t wil be Ws" 
for granted, that in those cases where no return is made, the number 


copies now taken will be continued. 


the next volume for 


of 








